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Meanwhile our 30th birthday celebrations continue
and our Pearl Gala event on February 27th promises
to be an evening to remember and an opportunity to
celebrate the past as well as look to an exciting future
for Dorchester Arts.
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In terms of theatre the offer ranges from Forest
Forge’s Leaves on a Line, a brand new piece of writing
presented in contemporary style, to adaptations
of three Brontë classics complete with afternoon
tea in the interval. Musically, we have 18th century
Boccherini, 20th century chanson, pop classics and
21st century Balkan-flavoured swing. In the comedy
corner we have veteran Alexei Sayle and relative
newcomers Jo Caulfield and Andy Parsons. We also
aim to have an offer for all ages, from Easter holiday

Children
Theatre

In our seasonal programmes we always aim to have
a balance between old and new, traditional and
contemporary, cutting edge and comfortable, and this
season - our biggest ever - is programmed with just
that in mind.

theatre for tiny tots to a nostalgic trip down memory
lane with the songs of Edith Piaf. We hope you will find
inspiration and entertainment in the pages that follow,
and don’t forget to check out the later pages for ways
to get involved in the arts.

Theatre

WELCOME

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Becca Langsford &
Vince Lee

With support from THOMAS FORD

Saturday 10 January
DA Blues - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door
Senior Citizens £11 in advance / £12 door.
*Under 18 or with NUS Card
Becca and Vince are well known on the South West blues
scene and have been performing together since 2008 in a
variety of different bands and musical projects. The show
focuses on early country blues, ragtime & roots and they
share vocal duties on a varied and highly infectious set
of classic blues and self-written tunes featuring Vince’s
authentic guitar stylings and Becca’s driving washboard
rhythms. They will be joined by Becca’s
brother Thomas Ford - a phenomenal Delta
guitar picker and rising star of British Blues.
4

Alexei Sayle:
Listen with Alexei
Friday 23 January

COMEDY / BOOK TALK - Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £11 members & concessions
Are you sitting comfortably? Alexei Sayle, best selling
author, comedian and actor will be giving a preview of
the second volume of his hilarious and thought-provoking
memoirs with readings from “Thatcher Stole My Trousers”
as well as excerpts from his first volume
“Stalin Ate My Homework” and some of his
famous short stories.
Followed by questions & answers…
and shouting.

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Dr. Livingstone,
I presume?
Miracle Theatre

Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 January
THEATRE - Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members, £8 concessions
£30 family ticket (4 tickets, max. 2 adults)

to discover the heart of Africa and transform an entire
continent singlehandedly - AND of a woman left behind…
This entertaining expedition into unknown territories
of comedy, excitement and musical gaiety will enthrall
audiences of all generations. BRAVO!
Also at Marine Theatre Lyme Regis

A welcome return for Miracle Theatre as they deftly
combine their own inimitable style with the wonder of
Victorian Music Hall to tell the story of one man’s obsession
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

A co-promotion with
Dorchester Town Council
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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The Trials of Galileo

Will Wilde Band

Friday 6 February

DA Blues - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door
Senior Citizens £11 in advance / £12 door.
*Under 18 or with NUS Card

Icarus Theatre Company
THEATRE - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members and concessions

“The Universe is a divine miracle Galileo, not a clockwork
toy! ‘Proof’ denies faith, and without faith we are
nothing.” This reprimand of Pope Urban contained
Galileo’s tragedy – his mistaken belief that all he had to
do was show his reasoning and the church would fall in
behind him.
Join us for this one-man rollercoaster starring Tim Hardy
(veteran of The Royal Shakespeare Company), as he
superbly documents the first flowerings of scientific truth
crushed by religious dogma.

Saturday 7 February

With knowledge and respect for the original masters of
the instrument, Will Wilde takes the harmonica to a whole
new level by fusing his passion for blues and his love
for rock. Having been five times nominated in the British
Blues Awards for best Harmonica player, Wilde has also
shared the stage with various notable blues artists such
as Sherman Robertson, Michael Burks, Earl Thomas and
Taj Mahal. See this rising star of British Blues here first!
“He will be a big name on the British Blues Scene”
Roots Time NL

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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The Lyric Guitar Trio
John Mills, Cobie Smit and
Raymond Burley

Sunday 8 February
CLASSICAL GUITAR - Dorchester Arts Centre
3pm (doors and bar 2:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
John Mills’ last two appearances here in solo and duo format
have been sell-out successes and he now returns alongside
acclaimed classical guitarists Cobie Smit and Raymond
Burley, performing together as The Lyric Guitar Trio.
The programme will feature a varied selection of music, from
the Classical period of Boccherini and Schumann (including
the celebrated “Traumerei”), transcriptions of wonderfully
atmospheric Spanish music by Albeniz and Turina, two
original pieces by the great Spanish maestro Andres Segovia,
plus Holst’s charming “St. Pauls’ Suite.” An afternoon full of
beautiful harmony and melody awaits…
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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United We Stand
Townsend Productions

Friday 13 February
THEATRE - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions
Townsend Productions presents the true story of one of
the most turbulent battles in British industrial history – the
1972 Builders’ Strike. The events surrounding the strike
are still making headlines to this day and the high-profile
Shrewsbury 24 Campaign, led by picket turned actor Ricky
Tomlinson, is still seeking to overturn the prosecution of the
24 building workers. United We Stand tells the story behind
the dispute with popular and political songs arranged by
renowned folk musician John Kirkpatrick.
“...vivid, politically committed theatre” The Observer
Also at Bridport Arts Centre and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Piaf – The Songs
Saturday 14 February

MUSIC - Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£15 / £13 members, £11 concessions
A welcome return for Eve Loiseau who sold out the
Corn Exchange on her last visit. This Valentine’s
Special show celebrating the centenary year of Edith
Piaf’s birth will feature not only all the great classics
but also Enfin le Printemps and other romantic songs
not performed last time.

Edith Piaf has become synonymous with French Cabaret
of the 1940s & 50s and remains France’s most popular
singer. This powerful celebration comes from a company
whose credentials include Kneehigh Theatre and Canteve
Vocale, with Fiona Barrow on violin and Murray Grainger
on accordion
“Completely enamoured … you leave desperately
wanting to be young and in love and in Paris”
Three Weeks

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Beta Testing
Circus Geeks

Friday 20 February
CIRCUS/THEATRE - Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions, £5 Under 18s
Age Guidance 12+
Beta Testing, the latest offering from genre-bending
youngsters Circus Geeks, is a hotchpotch remix of
juggling subculture and influences such as TED talks,
The Hitch Hikers Guide to the Galaxy and a fear of the
haddock. Circus Geeks began life as a blog and this new
show has grown out of some of the its most popular
posts. Join the cast of three as they trawl through the
archives to find the most absurd bits and share them with
you, juggling as they go.
Half Term Special Offer: Free juggling workshops for
13 - 18yrs on the day. See our website for full details.
Also at Bridport Arts Centre and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
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Eleanor McEvoy
Saturday 21 February

MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
Major label recording star and exquisitely talented singer/
songwriter Eleanor McEvoy is best known for her hit
single Only A Woman’s Heart, title track of the best-selling
album in Irish history. 2014 saw the release of her 11th
studio album Stuff. Sophisticated and polished, this
promises to be an impressive night of original music from
a graceful, individual voice.
“One of the few artists who can do no wrong
whatsoever.” BBC Radio 2

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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The Pearl Gala
Friday 27 February

Get your gladrags on and join us in celebrating 30 years
of Dorchester Arts: a chance to look back and celebrate
past successes and to drink to a bright future.
Hosted by BBC Radio Solent’s Steve Harris,
the evening includes:
• Canapés and a cocktail
• A three course feast (includes glass of wine)
• A look back at the past 30 years and a toast
to the future
• A live auction with the inimitable Garry Batt of
Dukes Auctioneers
• Exclusive raffle prizes to be won
• Music and dancing with the explosive Gypsy Fire
Fundraiser – Dorchester Corn Exchange, 7pm
£45 (includes glass of wine with meal). Cash bar available

12
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Tankus The Henge
With support from
The Tuesday Syndicate

Saturday 28 February
MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£8 / £6 members and concessions
Six sharply dressed gents from London Town armed with
urban shanties and musical tales take you on an eclectic
musical journey. Their style draws from a multitudinous
array of styles including rock, blues, gypsy punk and funk.
They will be supported by the energetic Devon-based
band The Tuesday Syndicate - think Ed Sheeran vs.
Newton Faulkner but with the addition of a full band and
powerful harmonies.
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Jane Eyre + The Tenant
of Wildfell Hall
Live Wire Theatre

Sunday 1 March
THEATRE DOUBLE BILL - Dorchester Arts Centre
3pm (doors and bar 2:30pm)
£12 / £10 members and concessions
Join us for a Brontë double bill with afternoon tea and
cakes available in the interval.
Described in the British Theatre Guide as “a brilliant
production…a must-see show”, Live Wire’s Jane
Eyre retells the classic Gothic story of a penniless and
friendless young woman and the dashing-yet-devilish Mr.
Rochester.
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Anne, the vastly underappreciated and least known of the Brontës, is the
most shocking of all their novels. This multi-layered
masterpiece shows both the brutality and consequences
of life choices and the hope of happiness through
redemption, forgiveness and truth. Alison Farina’s
adaptation is brilliant and offers intense drama in this
superb production.
“…beautifully performed, directed and received…”
What’s On Stage
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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in/tension

Dorchester Youth Theatre
Seniors

Thursday 5 & Friday 6 March
YOUTH THEATRE - Dorchester Corn Exchange
7pm
£8 / £4 members & concessions
Blame - where does it lie, who knows the truth?
DYT Senior Company presents a series of events, which
unpicks lives that are interconnected, leading to a final,
unforgettable moment.

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Wilde About the Boy +
The Ballad of
Reading Gaol

Gerard Logan triumphs in this one-man production of
Wilde Without the Boy - a dramatic interpretation of De
Profundis, Oscar Wilde’s searingly bitter, passionate letter
to his lover, Lord Alfred Douglas, written from his cell in
Reading Gaol.

Friday 6 March

Logan will also perform The Ballad of Reading Gaol,
a poem written by Oscar Wilde after his release from
prison, narrating the execution of Charles Thomas
Wooldridge, who was convicted of murdering his wife.

Performed by Gerard Logan

THEATRE DOUBLE BILL - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm
£12 / £10 members & concessions

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Marcus Bonfanti

The Little Unsaid

DA Blues - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door
Senior Citizens £11 in advance / £12 door.
*Under 18 or with NUS Card

MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£8 / £6 members & concessions

Saturday 7 March

Marcus Bonfanti needs no introduction to blues fans at
Dorchester Arts. Making his fifth visit, Marcus is now
one of the most sought-after musicians on the UK and
European gig circuit. His material combines finely crafted
songs combined with stunning guitar work. Come and be
amazed!
“Marcus Bonfanti deserves to become the next British
Blues Guitar Hero” The Guardian

18

Sunday 8 March

The Little Unsaid is the pseudonym of John Elliott,
Yorkshire-born multi-instrumentalist, producer and
writer who records and performs a unique blend of folk,
electronica, poetic lyricism and lavish orchestration
from his full band. Following his highly successful EP
and book release of ‘A Filthy Hunger’ and well received
appearances at Glastonbury, Secret Garden Party and
Larmer Tree Festivals, The Little Unsaid is one to watch.
Come and enjoy a fantastic evening of music and lyrical
composition from this exceptional emerging band.
“A giddying conflation of folk, electronica and lavish
orchestration...one of the supposed genre’s grandest
successes thus far” Dots and Dashes

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Open2015
exhibition
Calling all Wessex artists
Wessex artists are invited to submit 2D work
in any media for the sixth Dorchester Arts
Open Exhibition.
Work chosen by the selection panel will be
shown from Sat 9 to Fri 22 May 2015 in the
Studio Gallery at Dorchester Arts Centre,
and for the first time this year there will be
a specific prize for young artists.

Deadline for entries: Thursday 2 April 2015

Prizes:
• Free entry for a solo exhibition in Dorset Art Weeks
2016 and promotional support for this show (venue
to be determined in discussion with winning artist)
• An Evolver feature (for artists aged 16 - 24)
• £250 cash
• Selected works will be considered for inclusion in
a Dorset Visual Arts ‘Interrogating...’ exhibition
Work (including frame) should be no larger than 80cm wide.
Selection panel:
Fernando Velazquez (DA Open 2013 exhibition prize winner)
Mark Tattersall (DA Artistic Director)
Sandy Kirkby (Festival Producer, B Side)
Anna Powell (Director/curator, Sladers Yard)
Suzy Rushbrook (DVA Programme Curator &
Membership Manager)

Fernando Velazquez

‘More Salt and
Pepper’ by
Annie Ward

Full details and entry forms:
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk or call 01305 266926
or send SAE (marked Open 2015) to:
Dorchester Arts, School Lane, The Grove, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1XR

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Wuthering Heights
Andy Parsons

Live And Unleashed But Naturally Cautious!

Thursday 12 March
COMEDY - Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions
With four sell-out national tours, three DVD releases and
a special for Comedy Central already under his belt, Andy
Parsons is back on the road and is coming to delight
the people of Dorchester. Andy’s fifth show ‘Live And
Unleashed - But Naturally Cautious‘ will see the star of
BBC2’s ‘Mock The Week’ and ‘Live At The
Apollo’ deliver more sharp comedy and
informed satire.

Live Wire Theatre

Friday 13 March
THEATRE - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions
Live Wire Theatre’s Brontë classics series continues with
the emotionally gripping Wuthering Heights.
This is one of the most tragic and infamous love
stories ever told. The mysterious and darkly motivated
Heathcliff’s passionate but destructive love affair with
Cathy is of such intensity that it transcends even death.
This production has gripped audiences across the South
West and received great critical acclaim.
“This is a play that will please even the most avid
lovers of the book, whilst holding its own as a brilliant
production in its own right.” Femaie Arts

“Hysterical live show. Andy Parsons is
on fire” The Mirror
20
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Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Simon and Garfunkel Through The Years

them back for a two-night run. Their moving and
powerful live performance and multimedia show takes a
chronological journey through the friendship and career
of Simon & Garfunkel.

Saturday 14 March &
Sunday 15 March

The show will feature some of the hits Bookends played
last year, including The Sound of Silence and their own
arrangement of Bridge Over Troubled Water, along with
other classics from the American duo’s huge and timeless
repertoire.

Bookends

MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
Bookends sold out the Arts Centre last year and the
demand for tickets was so great that we are bringing

“Closing your eyes that could really be Simon and
Garfunkel” BBC Radio, Nottingham
Also at Marine Theatre Lyme Regis

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Is foraging ecologically
sustainable?
with John Wright

Thursday 19 March
CAFÉ SCIENTIFIQUE - Dorchester Arts Centre
7:30pm (doors & bar 7:00pm) FREE
Foraging for wild food has become extremely popular in
recent years, with Wellington booted troupes descending
on hedgerow, wood and seashore, picking and eating
everything from Marsh Samphire to Scarlet Elf Cup. It as
an activity promoted in the media by celebrity chefs, but
is it really a good idea? Is foraging a greedy and absurd
fashion or just a pleasant, sustainable pastime that may
even be good for your karma?
John Wright, author of three books on foraging for
River Cottage and a forager with over three decades
experience, presents his thoughts and leads the debate.

22
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Leaves on a Line
Forest Forge Theatre

Friday 20 March
THEATRE - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions, £30 family ticket
(4 tickets, max. 2 adults). Age Guidance 8+
Abandoned railway lines, heritage stations and
derelict platforms of Hampshire’s railway history
form the backdrop of two new interconnected plays
from Forest Forge Theatre.
2015 A re-opened heritage railway station. Steam
trains come and go. Liz lives in the past and
believes in signs. When she receives an unexpected
message, she is presented with the chance to live a
life she rejected decades ago.
1994 A railway station facing closure. Catherine
is eagerly waiting for her new life to begin. But an
unexpected visitor forces her towards an unfamiliar
destination and a future she did not anticipate.
Using a range of theatrical styles including physical
techniques and storytelling devices, these quirky
and playful ensemble pieces explore our relationship
to the past and to the future, and the constantly
changing nature of our hopes and dreams.
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Jo Caulfield

Uninformed Opinions

Saturday 21 March
COMEDY - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
Award-winning comedian Jo Caulfield presents her brand
new show Uninformed Opinions for 2015. Audiences
can expect razor-sharp observations and scandalous
one-liners as Jo shares her opinions on everything from
women who always pick the wrong partner and men who
continually quote gangster films, to families arguing on
trains and the growth of passive-aggressive corporate
friendliness. But don’t worry. It’s not all
one-sided. Audiences WILL be encouraged
to join in and share their own opinions.
Even though they are completely WRONG!
24
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Johannes Möller
Sunday 22 March

CLASSICAL GUITAR - Dorchester Arts Centre
3pm (doors and bar 2:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
Swedish-born guitarist and composer Johannes Möller
returns to Dorchester following his rapturously received
Festival performance in May 2014.
The intimate setting of the Arts Centre is the perfect
location for him to demonstrate the refinery of sounds the
classical guitar can offer. We will be hearing some of his
highly praised interpretations of Spanish and romantic
guitar music as well as some of his most recent original
compositions.

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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The Elephant Man
4th Monkey Theatre

Friday 27 March
THEATRE - Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
If I could reach from pole to pole
Or grasp the ocean with my span
I must be measured by my soul
The mind’s the standard of the man.
Inspired by the iconic true story and following a sell-out
national tour, the tale of the Elephant Man is retold in
this new stage production that critics have described as
‘profoundly unforgettable’, ‘uplifting’, and ‘beautiful’.
Abandoned as a child the horribly deformed Joseph
Merrick survives as a freak-show attraction and medical
marvel, but as he sits silently under the stares of
London’s high society, it is the world around him that
appears grotesque.
There is a local connection in the form of Merrick’s
physician Sir Fredrick Treves, who was born in Dorchester.
Nominated for an Amnesty International Freedom of
Expression Award.
Also at Bridport Arts Centre
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Blueflint

The Feather Catcher

MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£8 / £6 members & concessions

Monday 30 March

Saturday 28 March

The sound of Blueflint is defined by the sublime
close harmonies of Deborah Arnott and Clare Neilson
whose voices are accompanied by a five-piece line-up
intertwining banjos, fiddle, piano, electric guitar, doublebass and drums in raw, honest and beautifully-crafted
songs, imbued with a strong alt-folk flavour.
“The musicianship is consistently excellent…Deborah
Arnott and Clare Neilson..sing beautifully together and
demonstrate an impressive range as songwriters.”
**** R2/ Rock ‘n’ Reel

Fliskit Theatre

CHILDREN’S THEATRE - Dorchester Arts Centre
3pm
£6 / £20 Family ticket (4 tickets, max. 2 adults)
Age Guidance 3+, Stay & Play after the show
A fun, playful story of friendship, working together and
mischievous feathers.
Freda loves feathers but there’s one special feather that
she just can’t catch on her own. Can Greta help her on
her quest and teach her about friendship at the same
time? This non-verbal show playfully uses live music and
beautiful projection to tell this delightful tale of teamwork.
“40 minutes of highly successful theatre”
Susan Elkin, The Stage
Also at Bridport Arts Centre and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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The Sirkis/Bialas
International Quartet
Thursday 2 April

MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions
The Sirkis/Bialas International Quartet is a fresh new
collaboration between Dorchester Arts jazz favourite Asaf
Sirkis and Polish vocalist/composer extraordinaire Sylwia
Bialas, pianist Frank Harrison and bass player Patrick
Bettison.
Celebrating music from a wide range of influences such
as contemporary classical music, Polish folk, South Indian
& Middle Eastern music, expect a rich mix of dynamics
throughout the evening. Be soothed by the most delicate
ballads, wowed by high-energy electric virtuoso lines and
everything else in between.

28
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My Friend Mole

Birdsnest Theatre Company

Friday 3 April
CHILDREN’S THEATRE - Dorchester Arts Centre
11am & 2pm
£7 / £24 Family (4 tickets, max. 2 adults)
Age Guidance 3-6 years

Birdsnest Theatre return to Dorchester Arts following
the success of their visits with Blown Away and Wash.
Join them as they weave this gentle tale of a very
special friendship and the imagination, using live music,
storytelling and a rich visual language that will delight
and surprise its audience.
“The creativity and innovation of this company is
breathtaking” Kay Miller Head Teacher - Clun

Mole is my best friend, he is brave and funny. Mole goes
everywhere I go. No one can see him apart from me.
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Gypsy Hill
Friday 10 April

MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions
Gypsy Hill play an intoxicating mix of Balkan brass,
Mediterranean surf rock, ska & swing and are gathering
a great reputation for their high-energy live shows.
Featuring guitars, horns, tuba, a scratch DJ and a mix of
live and electronic beats, Gypsy Hill effortlessly mix the
traditional with a uniquely modern sound.
“This has to be one of my best finds of the last year”
The Oxford Culture Review
30
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Dino Baptiste and
Natasha Buxton
Saturday 11 April

DA Blues - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door
Senior Citizens £11 in advance / £12 door.
*Under 18 or with NUS Card
Keyboard genius Dino Baptiste is no stranger to
Dorchester and returns this time in the company of BBC
Big Band award-winner Natasha Buxton. Together they
deliver a heady mix of blues, boogie-woogie, and old-style
R&B. A great way to finish an excellent spring season of
blues.

Sarah McQuaid
Sunday 12 April

MUSIC - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions
Sarah McQuaid’s voice has been likened to malt whisky,
melted chocolate and “…honey poured into wine”
(Minor 7th). Her new album Walking Into White, released
this year, is her most honest and adventurous work to
date, with a depth and texture of soundscape that are
reflected in her beautifully crafted live shows. As the
ever-captivating performer, expect to be seduced with
cheeky banter, stories from the road and phenomenal
musicianship.
“Likely to make the hairs stand up on the back of your
neck” Aled Jones, BBC Radio 2
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Ewan McLennan AT THE
Justice Café
Saturday 18 April

MUSIC/DEBATE - Dorchester Shire Hall
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions
The Justice Café returns to Shire Hall for a new season
of talks and performances that will inform, entertain and
engage. This launch event will feature a concert from
acclaimed Scottish folk singer Ewan McLennan followed
by a Q&A session on the theme ‘Can Songs Change the
World?’
Ewan is a troubadour, balladeer and storyteller cut in the
old style. He has played the Tolpuddle Martyrs Festival,
taken part in the Transatlantic Sessions and supported
the International Brigades Memorial Trust at events in
Britain and Spain. His 2012 album The Last Bird To
Sing was awarded the Alistair Hulett Memorial Prize for
Political Songwriting.
“Ewan McLennan’s Stories Still Untold is a real treat”
**** The Telegraph
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Daisy Pulls It Off
By Denise Deegan
Wildcard Productions

Friday 24 & Saturday 25 April
THEATRE / FUNDRAISER - Dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions
Elementary schoolgirl Daisy Meredith, inimitable
daredevil and tomboy, has just won a scholarship to
Grangewood School for Girls. So many adventures
lie ahead of her; pillow fights, secret societies, not to
mention midnight feasts! But not all her fellow pupils are
pleased to see her...
This wonderful parody of life in a ‘gels’ boarding school
is brought vividly to life by Wildcard Productions, a local
company who are unashamedly too old to be playing
schoolgirls, but hope to prove that even the mature
woman can still have fun in a gymslip!
A fundraising production to support the work of
Dorchester Arts.

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Pop Club
Dorchestra Community
Orchestra
Dorchestra is a welcoming community orchestra for those
that are learning an instrument or brushing up on existing
skills. Meeting once a fortnight on Sunday afternoons,
Catherine the conductor guides players through a vast
array of notes working towards public concerts each year.
If you are learning an instrument or picking up your
instrument long neglected in the attic you would be very
welcome to come along to the next rehearsal to hear more.
Dorchestra convenes at the Durnovaria Silver Band Hall
(formerly Fordington Methodist Church) on the corner of
Kings Road and Little Britain in Fordington.
Rehearsal dates are every other Sunday: 11 & 25 Jan,
8 & 22 Feb, 8 & 22 March, 12 & 26 April, 10 May.
Concert on 17 May.
Rehearsal times are 2:45 – 5pm with a tea break and
the cost is £3 per session.
34

A fantastic opportunity for young people to discover and
experience live music performance. Each week Pop Club
members get the chance to engage in a wide variety of
musical workshops and perform using a sound system,
under the guidance of music producer Mickey Wills. Pop
Club also plays live at gigs and festivals throughout the year.
10 Jan-14 Feb, 28 Feb- 21March
£50 per term (Half price for siblings)
Contact Dorchester Arts on 01305 266926
for details of how to join.

Just Dance
JUST DANCE offers RAD ballet and
ISTD Modern and Tap to all ages and
abilities. Learn to dance in a healthy and
happy environment with opportunities to
perform and take examinations.
Dorchester Arts Centre
Details and bookings 07904 081854
Lisa Evans-Misailidou (RAD, CBTS, RTS, AISTD)
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VIVA! Women’s Choir
Award winning women’s choir VIVA! is led by singer and
musician Kathie Prince who has many years of professional
voice work experience. Kathie aims to provide a singing
experience that is fun, inclusive, accessible and good for the
soul. The choir sings a varied repertoire including gospel,
blues, pop, folk, classical and world music. There are plenty
of opportunities to perform and no need to read music. Come
along and sing your heart out - the first session is free!
Dorchester Arts Centre. Thursdays 7.30pm-9pm (term-time)
£6, concessions for the low waged
Details and bookings 07826 385301
Email: kathiebuzz@talktalk.net

Dorchester Youth Theatre
DYT is for young people who have a passion for theatre
and are interested in performing. It is led by Youth
Theatre Director Jo Simons, using improvisation, games
and devised scenarios. Drama and role-play help
develop children’s social and emotional well-being as
well as their creative and critical abilities.

www.buzz-music-projects.com

Dorchester Arts Centre. Tuesdays 13 Jan - Tuesday 24
March (Excluding Tuesday 17 Feb Half Term)

Connect

Primary (Year groups 2 and 3) 3.45-4.45pm £50
Junior (Year groups 4 and 5) 4.45-5.45pm £50
Intermediate (Year groups 6,7 and 8) 5.45-7pm £50
Senior (Year groups 9-13) 7-9pm £70

Connect is a series of drama workshops at Dorchester
Arts Centre that brings together people from all
backgrounds every week to help them gain confidence
and meet others in a creative environment.
Thursdays 10am-12:30pm at
Dorchester Arts Centre.
Contact Dorchester Arts for more
information and workshop dates.

All workshops half price for siblings
www.dorchyouththeatre.co.uk
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Have you heard about
membership?

Members are at the heart of our organisation
and make a huge contribution to our aim of
bringing great art to the whole community.

What are the benefits
of membership?
It works two ways. As well as playing your part in
supporting us financially with subscriptions and optional
donations, you will also receive the following benefits:
• Discounts on tickets for most events
• Priority booking for some events
• Reciprocal membership of Bridport Arts Centre
and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
• Invitations to launches and previews
• 10% discount at Frank Herring and Sons and
Steve Bane Fabrics
• Access to Members’ Area at the Dorchester
Festival
• Invitations to ‘Meet the Artistic Director and
team’events
• Invitation to free annual Supporters’ Party
• Selected offers from other arts venues
• Regular newsletter
• Eligibility to stand for election to the Board
For more information call 01305 266926 or see the
Membership section of the website.
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BECOME A MEMBER
Annual membership rates
Individual Membership: £20
Joint Membership: £30*
Life Membership £200
*Joint Membership is for two adults at the same address.
Membership Form

Bankers order
If you would like to pay by Bankers Order please
complete this section and take / send to your bank or to
us (we will post it on your behalf if you prefer):
Your bank
Bank Address
Please pay now and on 1st of
(month) annually
NATWEST (60-07-01)
49 South Street, Dorchester, DT1 1DW
Dorchester Arts account no. 69764751

Name
Address

The sum of £
Account name:
Account no:

Postcode
Signed

Telephone
email
Signed

Date

I enclose Individual / Joint, Family / Life* fee £
*Delete as appropriate
Donation £
Total £
I / we have set up a bankers order:
Please make cheque payable to Dorchester Arts and
return with form to: Dorchester Arts, School Lane, The
Grove, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1XR.

Date

Gift Aid (For donations only)
If you are a taxpayer we are able to reclaim basic tax
rate paid on any donations to us. Donations make a
considerable contribution to our budget. It you would like
to donate under the Gift Aid Scheme, please complete the
membership form and sign the declaration below. We are
then able to reclaim 25p in every £1 you donate.
This confirms my wish to donate under the Gift Aid
Scheme from the date of this declaration until I notify
you otherwise. I understand that I must pay an amount of
Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in the relevant year equal
to any tax reclaimed by Dorchester Arts Centre in that
period. I confirm I am a UK resident.
Date

Signed

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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How to Book
Dorchester Arts Centre: 01305 266926
The box office is open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm. At
all other times please leave your name, telephone number
and ticket requirements and we will call you back.
There is a £1 booking fee unless you are paying
by cash.

ROOMS FOR HIRE
Dorchester Arts Centre has two fantastic, flexible indoor
spaces and a garden for hire throughout the year for clubs,
classes, meetings, seminars, parties, celebrations, exhibitions
and events. They are reasonably priced and feature:
•
		
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two spaces - 12m x 6m and 8m x 6m,
for hire together or separately
Free wi-fi
Tea and coffee making facilities
Access to photocopier (office hours)
Projector, screen and flipcharts
Garden
Ample parking close by

Flexible stage, PA system, theatre lighting and seating for
up to 100 also available.
For more information, prices or to arrange a visit,
please contact Mark Smith on 01305 266926 or email
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk
38

Payment is required when booking. You can also email
your booking request to:
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk
Tourist Information Centre: 01305 267992
Tickets are available from the Tourist Information Centre,
Antelope Walk, Dorchester DT1 1BE, Monday to Saturday
9am to 4pm (November - March) Monday to Saturday
9am to 5pm (April - October).
Online: www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
(see What’s On section).
Concessionary prices (for events promoted by
Dorchester Arts): where available, these are offered to
under 18’s, students, those in receipt of benefits and
people on low income regardless of age.
Disabled Access
There is good wheelchair access and a car park space for
a disabled driver outside Dorchester Arts Centre.
Large Type Programme
Please email enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk or call
01305 266926 for a copy of the programme in large type.
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DIARY: SPRING 2015
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JANUARY
Sat 10
DA Blues
Becca Langsford & Vince Lee + Thomas Ford
8pm
Thurs 15
AGM
Dorchester Arts AGM
5.30pm
Fri 23
Comedy / Book Talk
Alexei Sayle: Listen With Alexei
8pm
Sat 24 + Sun 25
Theatre
Dr Livingstone, I Presume?
8pm
FEBRUARY
Fri 6
Theatre
The Trials of Galileo
8pm
Sat 7
DA Blues
Will Wilde Band
8pm
Sun 8
Classical Guitar
The Lyric Guitar Trio
3pm
Fri 13
Theatre
United We Stand
8pm
Sat 14
Music
Piaf - The Songs
8pm
Fri 20
Circus / Theatre
Beta Testing
8pm
Sat 21
Music
Eleanor McEvoy
8pm
Fri 27
Fundraiser
The Pearl Gala with Gypsy Fire
7pm
Sat 28
Music
Tankus The Henge + The Tuesday Syndicate
8pm
MARCH
Sun 1
Theatre
Jane Eyre + The Tenant of Wildfell Hall
3pm
Thurs 5 + Fri 6
Youth theatre
in/tension (DYT Seniors)
7pm
Fri 6
Theatre
Wilde Without The Boy + The Ballad of Reading Gaol
8pm
Sat 7
DA Blues
Marcus Bonfanti
8pm
Sun 8
Music
The Little Unsaid
8pm
Thurs 12
Comedy
Andy Parsons
8pm
Fri 13
Theatre
Wuthering Heights
8pm
Sat 14 + Sun 15
Music
Simon and Garfunkel Through the Years
8pm
Thurs 19
Café Sci
Is Foraging Ecologically Sustainable?
7.30pm
Fri 20
Theatre
Leaves on a Line
8pm
Sat 21
Comedy
Jo Caulfield
8pm
Sun 22
Classical Guitar
Johannes Möller
3pm
Fri 27
Theatre
The Elephant Man
8pm
Sat 28
Music
Blueflint
8pm
Mon 30
Children’s Theatre
The Feather Catcher
3pm
APRIL
Thurs 2
Music
The Sirkis/Bialas International Quartet
8pm
Fri 3
Children’s Theatre
My Friend Mole
11am and 2pm
Fri 10
Music
Gypsy Hill
8pm
Sat 11
DA Blues
Dino Baptiste and Natasha Buxton
8pm
Sun 12
Music
Sarah McQuaid
8pm
Sat 18
Music / Debate
Ewan McLennan /Justice Café
8pm
Fri 24 + Sat 25
Theatre
Daisy Pulls It Off
8pm
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