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WELCOME 

Music has long been an important part of the 
programme at Dorchester Arts and with everything 
from opera arias to Led Zeppelin in this season’s 
programme we hope that there will be something for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Even within musical categories we aim to cater for 
varied tastes: the classical programme includes 
Gregorian Chant, Mozart, Messiaen and popular 
classics for the guitar; for those who grew up in 
the 70s and 80s we have trips down memory lane 
with From the Jam, The Beat and Whole Lotta Led; 

and summer festival-goers will get a chance to see 
favourites like Tankus the Henge and The Undercover 
Hippy up-close and personal in their home town. 

With French chanson from Gabrielle Ducomble, swing 
from Company B, and a long-awaited return by Show 
of Hands to close the season, we’re looking forward to 
it…and hope you are too.

Mark Tattersall Artistic Director, Dorchester Arts
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KOKORO:  
BSO New Music Group
Sunday 17 January
CLASSICAL MUSIC – Corn Exchange
3pm (doors & bar 2:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions

Kokoro is the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra’s 
ensemble dedicated to the performance of 20th and 21st 
century music. This programme features works by three 
of the 20th century’s greatest composers, beginning 
with Stravinsky’s The Soldier’s Tale, followed by an 
arrangement by Kokoro’s composer-in-residence Hywel 
Davies of Bartok’s Romanian Dances. 

In the second half, Kokoro bring us one of the finest 
achievements of the great French composer Oliver 
Messiaen; his Quartet for the End of Time. It is 
astonishing to think that this massively powerful and 
moving work was written first performed by Messiaen and 
fellow inmates on decrepit instruments in a prisoner-of-
war camp in 1941…

THE ELEPHANT 
IN THE ROOM
Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 January
EVENT / MUSIC – Corn Exchange
Daytime Events 10am-5pm – Free Admission. 
Saturday Evening concert 7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm) 
£7 / £5 members & concessions

Death and dying is not an easy subject to consider. This 
thoughtful and informative event highlights the need to 
notice, and to engage with, this ‘elephant in the room’. 
Alongside talks and discussions there will be exhibition 
and information stands across both days, representing 
different organisations and businesses connected with 
end-of-life matters as well as featuring a powerful and 
moving art exhibition, A Graceful Death, by Antonia Rolls. 

Saturday’s evening concert, Not the End, features acoustic 
music celebrating life and will include, amongst others, 
husband and wife duo Dizzi and Ralph Cree who create 
magical melodies on unusual acoustic instruments such as 
the Hammered Dulcimer, Thumb Piano and Hang Drum.
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MICHAEL ROACH ANd 
JOHNNy MARS 
Saturday 30 January
dA BLUES – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door.
Senior Citizen ticket: £11 advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS. Card

We kick-off the spring DA Blues season with Washington 
D.C. bluesman Michael Roach. Hugely popular on both 
sides of the Atlantic and across Europe, Michael is a great 
musician and ‘bluesologist’. This gig features him with 
ace harmonica player Johnny Mars - himself a highly 
rated exponent of the instrument. Not to be missed! 
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My LIFE, My STORy 
WITH SIMON WESTON
Sunday 31 January
TALK – Corn Exchange
7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm)
£16 / £14 members & concessions

It was the conflict of a generation and one that many 
will never forget. On 2 April 1982 Argentina invaded the 
Falklands Islands. Amongst those who were sent to the 
conflict was Simon Weston OBE. In one of the most horrific 
moments of the conflict the RFA Sir Galahad was bombed 
by two Argentine planes and Simon was aboard at the time 
- an event that would change his life forever. Eventually, 
and against the odds, Simon escaped the burning and 
buckled ship, but only after suffering 46% burns to his 
body. Today he has become one of the most recognised 
faces of the conflict and for the first time ever Simon is 
taking to the stage to tell his story - with no holds barred.
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GRANd RE-UNION: 
GET RHyTHM
Friday 12 February
MUSIC / FUNdRAISER – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£5

Formerly members of the B.B.Hall Band and One Foot In 
The Groove, Tony Day (harmonica), Tom Hopkins (vocals/ 
guitar/keyboard), and Mark Warder (bass/vocals) return 
to Dorchester Arts as their new outfit Grand Re-Union 
performing a new show, Get Rhythm.

Featuring a showcase of early Folk Blues, Chicago Blues, 
and old-style R&B from the 1920’s to the 1960’s, this is a 
perfect night of music for early blues fans - don’t miss it!

A fundraising event to support the work of Dorchester 
Arts. 

CRAIG OGdEN
Sunday 14 February
CLASSICAL MUSIC – Corn Exchange
3pm (doors & bar 2:30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions / £5 Livefor5

Join us for a romantic afternoon of music for Valentine’s 
Day with one of the UK’s best-loved and most 
accomplished classical guitarists. Craig Ogden’s Classic 
FM albums The Guitarist, Summertime and Craig Ogden 
and Friends all shot straight to No.1 in the UK classical 
chart and he continues to gather accolades for his playing 
from fans and critics alike.

“...one of the best guitarists in the world” 
Classical Guitar Magazine

“A worthy successor to Julian Bream” 
BBC Music Magazine
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youChoose CINEMA
Wednesday 17 February
FILM – Corn Exchange
7.30pm (doors & bar 7pm)
£6 / £5 Livefor5

Welcome to the cinema where you decide what will be on 
the big screen ...

YouChoose Cinema works by voting from a choice of 
three fantastic films, and to bring a bit of warmth to 
February we have chosen a beach theme for our first 
screening. The first 100 ticket holders get to watch 
the film relaxing in an authentic deck chair with a free 
Jimmy’s Iced Coffee to drink! It’s so easy to vote, simply 
visit our website and pick your favourite. The film with 
the most votes will win and be announced the first week 
of February via our website, Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter feeds - so stay tuned... 
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GEORGE EGG: 
ANARCHIST COOK
Friday 19 February
VARIETy / COMEdy – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm). 
£10 / £8 members & concessions  £5 Livefor5

One man…one show…three courses. If you like comedy 
and cooking then you’ll love this. George Egg spends a lot 
of time staying in hotels and some years ago, unimpressed 
with room service, he took matters into his own hands. Whilst 
performing a mind-bendingly original show of comedy-come-
illustrated-lecture George prepares a three-course meal on 
the equipment hotels unwittingly provide (iron, kettle, trouser 
press…), and if you want to, you can taste it at the end. 

“It’s a hilarious show, with surprisingly good 
food” The Times

FROzEN: SINGALONG
Thursday 18 February
FUNdRAISER – Corn Exchange
2pm (doors & bar 1:30pm)
£4

It is the blockbuster film animation that enchanted hearts 
young and old across the world. Now the singalong 
version of Disney’s Frozen is coming to the Corn 
Exchange - so warm those vocal chords and join in with 
Anna and Elsa in the full screening of this charming tale. 

A fundraising event to support the work of Dorchester 
Arts.
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British Solar Renewables 
is a clean energy business 
based on a farm near 
Glastonbury. They are at the 
forefront of the innovation 
in solar, battery storage 
and demand response 
measurers that provide 
for a very different way of 
producing and consuming 
energy in the future.

“As a local business British Solar Renewables 
are committed to benefiting the environment, 
economy and the lives of the community. Which 
is why we are delighted to again sponsor 
Dorchester Arts and their work in bringing 
together audiences with the very best in the 
performing arts.” 

Marcus Dixon, British Solar Renewables
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LINdy HOP WORKSHOP
Taster for all levels of ability
Wednesday 10 February
WORKSHOP – Corn Exchange
7.30pm-9.00pm
Gala ticket holders: £5 each (£7 for two)
Non gala goers: £7 each (£10 for two)

South West based freelance dance artist Justine Fry 
is holding a one off Lindy Hop workshop to get in 
the mood for ‘Swing into Spring’. This workshop is 
open to gala and non-gala guests and will be a fun, 
energetic evening of dance.

Join us for our annual dinner & dance 
fundraiser at the Corn Exchange, with guests 
of honour The Lord and Lady Fellowes of 
West Stafford.
Dance the night away to Company B, a 7 piece 
“jump jive” band who bring the sights and sounds 
of the 1940s bang up to date with an energetic 
show full of swing and swagger. 

SWING INTO SPRING
Friday 26 February
FUNdRAISER – Corn Exchange
7pm (doors & bar 6:30pm) 
£50 or £450 for table of 10

Hosted once again by BBC Radio Solent’s brilliant 
Steve Harris, the evening includes:

•	 Cocktail	reception

•	 Three	course	feast	(includes	complimentary	glass 
 of wine)

•	 Live	auction	with	the	inimitable	Garry	Batt	of 
 Duke’s Auctioneers

•	 Dancing	to	Company	B

•	 Exclusive	raffle	of	precious	bottles	(from	vintage	 
 wines and spirits through to single estate olive oils)

•	 PLUS	pre-event	Lindy	Hop	workshop	on 
 10 February
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SKIMMITy HITCHERS 
+ Captain Hotknives
Saturday 27 February
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm) 
£10 / £8 members & concessions  £5 Livefor5

The ‘Hitchers have long been top of the local live scene 
as well as festival favourites at the likes of Camp Bestival, 
Boomtown, Tolpuddle Matyrs, Outcider and the Great 
Dorset Steam Fair. This will be the band’s first gig following 
a 10 day tour of North America so be prepared for some 
stories of trans-Atlantic debauchery and faux-pas mixed in 
with the usual topics of cider, badgers and West Country 
weirdness. If you haven’t seen these boys perform before 
then you are in for one hell of a treat! Support comes from 
the brilliant and equally out-there Captain Hotknives - a cult 
legend of the alternative music scene.

Adult humour will be a feature of tonight’s show so 
parental discretion is advised.

A Fuelled By Cider promotion.
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FROM THE JAM: 
THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT 
ACOUSTIC TOUR
Thursday 3 March
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£20 / £18

The Jam was the sound of the British youth in the late 
70s and this intimate show is a rare opportunity to hear 
their songs in a stripped down way. 

The legendary Bruce Foxton and Russell Hastings, joined 
on stage by pianist Tom Heel, will perform a selection of 
songs from The Jam’s extensive back catalogue. 

Come and hear classics such as Down In The Tube 
Station At Midnight, Going Underground, Town Called 
Malice and The Modern World as well as favourites 
including Strange Town, When You’re Young and Start.

“There may never be a Jam reunion but it’s reassuring to 
see someone as talented and passionate as Bruce Foxton 
being able to take these wonderful old songs out on the 
road and communicate so successfully with this Modern 
World” LouderThanWar
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THE SONG OF ANGELS
Opus Anglicanum: Gregorian 
Chant Concert & Workshop
Sunday 6 March
CLASSICAL MUSIC
Workshop 2pm (Registration from 1:30pm) - Dorchester 
Town Hall
£15 / £13 members & concessions / £5 Under 18’s
Concert 6pm (doors 5:30pm) - Holy Trinity Church
£10 / £8 members & concessions / £5 Under 18’s

Combined workshop & concert £20 / £18 members & 
concessions / £5 Under 18’s

Following their sell-out performance last season, this 
hugely talented unaccompanied vocal ensemble and 
their narrator Zeb Soanes return with another delightful 

programme. This season they will perform The Song of 
Angels: a celebration of angels as invisible companions 
and guardians, as spiritual warriors, muses of creativity 
and as messengers, heralds, and healers.

The programme includes original composition by Diana 
Burrell and Howard Skempton specially written for the 
ensemble, together with Gregorian chant and Russian 
Orthodox chant, which includes works by Palestrina, Byrd, 
and Gibbons. The narrated text is from Spenser, Suso, 
Eliot, Spencer, Traherne, and Alcuin.

There is also an opportunity to join the ensemble in a 
Gregorian Chant workshop at Dorchester Town Hall on 
the day of the concert. See website for more details.

This event was made possible by the support of a 
private donor. If you would like to support any area of 
our work or a particular type of programming we would 
be delighted to hear from you.
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BASSETT 
by James Graham
dyT Seniors perform as part of the 
National Theatre Connections 500

Wednesday 9,
Thursday 10 and
Friday 11 March
yOUTH THEATRE – Corn Exchange
7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm)
£7 / £4 members & concessions / 
£5 Livefor5
Special school rates by agreement- contact: 
finance@dorchesterarts.org.uk
Suitable 13+

At Wootton Bassett School the supply 
teacher has done a runner and locked the 
pupils in their classroom. Dean needs the 
toilet, Aimee needs a coffee, Amid needs 
to pray, and Leo… well, Leo really, really 
wants to escape. Outside, only yards from 
their confinement, a repatriation of fallen 
British soldiers is happening along the high 
street, as it has over a hundred times before 
through this quiet Wiltshire town. But this 

one is more personal than most. As factions 
form and secrets are revealed, maybe Leo is 
not the only one who’ll want to get away. 

An exhilarating startling snapshot of a 
generation who have inherited a world at war. 

Proud to support the 
Spring Season of Drama

Connections 500 celebrates 21 years 
of this National Theatre youth project. 
Up to 500 companies, involving 10,000 
young people from every corner of the 
UK, working with 40 leading Partner 
Theatres, will perform twelve outstanding 
plays. DYT Senior Company will perform 
Bassett here first at the Corn Exchange, 
and then transfer to their NT Connections 
partner theatre, Poole Lighthouse.
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dALE STORR
Saturday 12 March
dA BLUES – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door.
Senior Citizen ticket: £11 advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS. Card

The second DA Blues night of the season features the 
formidable keyboard and vocals talents of the mighty Dale 
Storr. Steeped in the musical traditions of the American 
Deep South, Dale’s repertoire is seemingly endless, as we 
discovered on his last visit to Dorchester in 2014. Expect 
piano pyrotechnics by the bucket load, with a voice that 
oozes blues and more.
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A ROOM FOR ONE
Blue Brook Productions
Wednesday 16 March
THEATRE – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members and concessions
£5 Livefor5

“We’re facing a grave constitutional crisis and 
all you can think about is a pint!”

England, December 1981. A blizzard rages 
across the country. The Queen is stranded in a 
country pub on her way home from delivering 
Christmas presents to her grandchildren.  
As the blizzard forces more motorists off the 
road, the secret of Her Majesty hiding upstairs 
threatens to be revealed. But for the Queen 
there was a greater threat looming than 
exposure in front of the locals.

From the producers of Stalin’s Daughter (4* The 
Times), this remarkable new play, based on real 
events, tells of how a pub in Gloucestershire 
became unexpectedly famous…

Also at Bridport Arts Centre

Proud to support the 
Spring Season of Drama
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LEAPER: A FISH TALE
Tucked In Theatre Company
Friday 25 March
CHILdREN’S THEATRE – Corn Exchange
3pm (doors & refreshments 2:30pm)  £6

Something fishy’s going on! Although it sounds like a tale 
from a children’s story, the reality is that fish are starting 
to disappear from our rivers and seas. Why? And how can 
one little girl help stop it? 

Leaper: A Fish Tale follows one fish’s magical quest 
against the ever-growing natural and man-made 
monsters in our seas. Using their signature blend of 
beautiful puppetry and mesmeric music, Tucked In 
Theatre Company explore the colourful and breathtaking 
world beneath the water’s surface.

Supported by Arts Council England

Proud to support the 
Spring Season of Drama

SIMON EVANS: 
IN THE MONEy
Friday 18 March
COMEdy – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm) £14 / £12 members & concs 

Host of BBC Radio 4’s Goes to Market and star of BBC1’s 
Live at the Apollo, Simon Evans has been immersing 
himself in economics for the last couple of years, “like a 
pig immersing itself in organic cleansing elements.”

Expect more hilarious political rants on why the French don’t 
want to own their own home (sex, obvs), through to why 
mass spectrometers reveal Americans to literally be made 
of corn, and why Alco-Synth - the effects of alcohol but with 
an effective antidote - is not likely to be appearing at a wine 
bar near you in the near future, despite having been invented 
years ago. As usual the whole thing deteriorates swiftly into 
a heartfelt rant about his children but these are at least the 
lofty aspirations he starts with this time…

Also at Bridport Arts Centre
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dA JAMS
Thursday 31 March
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
7pm - 9pm (doors & bar 6.30pm)
£6, £5 Livefor5

DA Jams at the Corn Exchange is all about showcasing 
local acts and new emerging talent.

It will be hosted by a guest band, alongside a chance for 
‘new to the scene’ musicians to try out their material, 
have a jam and meet like-minded people. If you love 
hearing new music and want to support local musicians, 
this is for you. 

Want to get heard? Email: involve@dorchesterarts.org.uk 
to find out how to be a part of it! 
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A HISTORy OF OPERA 
(ABRIdGEd!)
Swansea City Opera
Friday 1 April
CLASSICAL MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions

Swansea City Opera brought us the delightful 
Mozartissimo last year and return of with their light-
hearted and informative evening showcasing a musical 
romp through 400 years of opera. Alongside superb 
singing accompanied by piano, the evening will be 
interspersed with interesting facts and anecdotes to 
demonstrate the ever-changing styles in the wonderful 
art form of opera: including arias and duets by Handel, 
Mozart, Puccini, Verdi, Mussorgsky and many more.

“a visionary touring company” The Times
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SPRINGTIME CREATIVE
Wednesday 6 April
WORKSHOP – Corn Exchange
1.30pm – 3.30pm
£6 each, £4 for siblings
Age Guidance 6-12 Years
12 places maximum

Spring awakens the senses and is the 
perfect time of year to get creative with 
a workshop to look at nature and how it 
influences artists and creativity.
Join the team at Dorchester Arts to 
discover new materials and ways of 
making at this special time of year.

MATT WOOSEy
Saturday 2 April
dA BLUES – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door.
Senior Citizen ticket: £11 advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS. Card

The final DA Blues slot of the season features Matt 
Woosey, proving once again why he’s a favourite with 
audiences everywhere, across the UK and Europe. His 
material, mostly self-penned, provides a fresh take on the 
blues, whilst remaining true to the music’s gutsy feel.
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THE BEAT
Thursday 7 April
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£18 / £16 members & concessions

The Beat ignited the Corn Exchange with their sell-out 
Dorchester Festival show in 2014 and are back with 
their 2016 line-up featuring Ranking Roger and his son 
Ranking Junior on vocals.

With a string of hit singles, including Mirror in the 
Bathroom, Too Nice To Talk To, Can’t Get Used To Losing 
You, Hands off She’s Mine and All Out To Get You this 
promises to be a night of nostalgia mixed with a fresh 
vibe for all ages.

GABRIELLE dUCOMBLE
Friday 8 April
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£14 / £12 members & concessions

Tonight, a little bit of Paris comes to Dorchester…

On her third UK tour, Gabrielle is delighted to bring her 
special blend of Gallic charm and musicality to new 
audiences and old friends. Singing in English and French, 
she performs iconic songs by the likes of Edith Piaf, 
Serge Gainsbourg, Michel Legrand, Jacques Brel and 
Astor Piazzolla, plus her own original numbers. With an 
authentic band including accordion and guitar, her music 
is elegant, emotional and wonderfully evocative.

“An astonishingly beautiful voice” Emma Freud,  
BBC Radio 4 Loose Ends
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JOHN BRydEN & 
MATTHEW SOUTER 
(Piano & Viola)
Saturday 9 April
CLASSICAL MUSIC – dorset County Museum
7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions

John Bryden is an acclaimed international concert pianist, 
who has played in venues all across Europe and who The 
Daily Telegraph describes as having ‘a vivid pianistic talent.’ 

John will be joined by concert viola player Matthew Souter, 
described by world-famous conductor Antal Dorati as ‘in 

complete command of his instrument’ and ‘very musical 
in the finest way…’ when putting him forward for the 
principal viola position in the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
at just 22 years of age.

Together this pairing of great talent will perform Telemann’s 
Sonata in D, Six Studies in English Folk Song by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, Schubert’s Arpeggione Sonata, 
Romance by Bruch and Sonata by Rebecca Clark.

This event was made possible by the support of private 
donors. If you would like to support any area of our 
work or a particular type of programming we would be 
delighted to hear from you.

photo: Vikki McCraw Photography
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THE LEGGOMEN
+ Blazin’ Strings
Saturday 9 April
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions / £5 Livefor5

The Leggomen are a vibrant foursome from Dorset 
delivering a fresh blend of modern folk and bluesy rock 
performing their own original material as well as choice 
covers in their inimitable ‘Leggomen’ style. 

Fast making a name for themselves on the local music 
scene and around the UK, the band have been featured 
on BBC Introducing Brighton performing their first EP 
Missing the Middle. They are currently in the process 
of writing and recording their next EP, which is due for 
release in early summer 2016. They will be supported by 
Weymouth based band, Blazin’ Strings playing their own 
fantastic new material. See both great acts 
here first before they scale the new music 
scene heights…
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BACKSTAGE IN BISCUIT 
LANd
Wednesday 13 April
THEATRE / COMEdy – Corn Exchange
7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions
£5 Livefor5

Jess Thom has Tourettes, a condition that makes her 
say ‘biscuit’ 16,000 times a day. Her unusual neurology 
gives her a unique perspective on life: one she’s about to 
unleash on the world. 

This two-woman show weaves comedy, puppetry, singing, 
and incredible tics to explore spontaneity, creativity, 
disability, and things you never knew would make you 

laugh. Geranium bashing may or may not feature - no 
two shows can ever be the same. Jess is neurologically 
incapable of staying on script, and that’s when the fun 
begins...

This performance is ‘relaxed’. This means you’re welcome 
to move around and make noise during the show.

“Delightful” Stephen Fry

This tour is presented by house in association with 
Activate Performing Arts

Proud to support the 
Spring Season of Drama
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SHOT AT dAWN
doppelganger Productions
Wednesday 13 & 
Thursday 14 April
THEATRE – dorchester Shire Hall
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
Age Guidance 12+

Dawn, grey cloudless sky, stillness. gun-shot 
breaks the silence… Soldiers return to the front 
line, a colleague is gone, the fighting goes on…

Staged in Dorchester’s historic Shire Hall, Shot at 
Dawn written by BAFTA award winning script writer 
John Foster, is a compelling and evocative drama 
telling the story of two young soldiers from the 
Dorsetshire Regiment, on trial for cowardice and 
desertion. Based on fact and drawn from WW1 first-
hand eyewitness letters, diaries and accounts, this 
powerful and heartfelt courtroom drama, tells the story 
of how these two heroes, shell shocked and shattered, 
were tried without a jury or any right of appeal.

Q & A with scriptwriter John Foster, director Kirstie 
Davis and members of the cast will follow the 
performance.

Also at Bridport Town Hall - tickets from Bridport 
Arts Centre

Proud to support the 
Spring Season of Drama
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TANKUS THE HENGE
Friday 15 April
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions

Fresh from landing a headline show at London’s 700 
capacity Scala in November 2015, Tankus the Henge are 
back. You can expect more of the same incredible stage 
presence from these six sharply dressed gents, but now 
with a new edgier sound that can be heard on their 2016 
album release. 

Armed with urban tales of woe and wonder, join the band 
on an eclectic musical journey through a multitudinous 
array of styles such as rock, blues, gypsy punk and funk 
expertly captivating audiences both young and old, from 
the foot tappers to the party animals amongst you…

THE 
UNdERCOVER 
HIPPy
Friday 22 April
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions

Billy Rowan, aka The 
Undercover Hippy, is definitely 
not your average singer 
songwriter. His music brings 
together acoustic guitar, 
soulful vocals, infectious 
reggae rhythms, and the 
lyrical delivery of a skilled MC.

After 7 years spent DJ’ing 
and MC’ing on the Drum & 
Bass circuit, Billy swapped 
the decks for a guitar and 
launched his next chapter as 
a live performer in 2007. Combining intelligent, 
provocative lyrics with dangerously catchy hooks and a 
feel-good groove, this is ‘music for the thinking man to 
shake his ass to...’ 

Think Jason Mraz meets The Cat Empire…on a protest 
march…at the Edinburgh Fringe.

“This is about as real as music gets!” Andrew Marston – 
BBC Introducing
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SHOW OF HANdS: 
LONG WAy HOME TOUR
Wednesday 27 April
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£19 / £17 members & concessions

After nearly two years of solo touring the lanes and byways, 
shores and tideways of England ‘Show of Hands’ now 
revisit their musical roots. Making a triumphant return to the 
songs and sounds that inspired them, the 2016 Long Way 
Home tour will feature material from the new studio album 
alongside their trademark, anthemic, acoustic classics.

Performing as a duo once more, Phil and Steve are 
looking forward to presenting their unrivalled partnership 
of uncompromising song writing and dynamic 
musicianship; a winning combination that launched their 
careers over twenty years ago.

“…an irresistible, uncompromising, rousing live show” 
Mark Radcliffe

WHOLE LOTTA LEd
Saturday 23 April
MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions

On 7th January 1996 Whole Lotta Led played their first 
show at The Farrier’s Arms in Bristol. Little did the band 
realise then that twenty years later they would still be 
together and performing all over the UK. During 2016 
the band will reach their 1,500th show confirming their 
position as the longest running, professional tribute to 
Led Zeppelin.

So if you are already a fan of the band or just curious to 
see why Whole Lotta Led are so admired and respected, 
come along and enjoy five professional musicians 
celebrating the incredibly diverse and exciting music of 
Led Zeppelin. You won’t be disappointed.

“You’re getting great reviews, I wish you all the best” 
Jimmy Page
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LEE NELSON
Friday 29 April
COMEdy – Corn Exchange
7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm)
£20 / £18 members & concessions

He headlined Glastonbury with Kanye 
West and bribed Sepp Blatter at FIFA’s 
headquarters. Now he’s extending 
his sell-out tour into 2016. Catch Lee 
Nelson at his absolute best…live and 
unleashed here in Dorchester this April.

“Never less than ingenious… a 
seamlessly entertaining touring show” 
The Times
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dorchestra Community 
Orchestra
Dorchestra is a welcoming community orchestra for those 
that are learning an instrument or brushing up on existing 
skills. Meeting once a fortnight on Sunday afternoons, 
Catherine the conductor guides players through a vast 
array of notes working towards public concerts each year. 

If you are learning an instrument or picking up your 
instrument long neglected in the attic you would be very 
welcome to come along to the next rehearsal to hear 
more. Dorchestra meets at the Durnovaria Silver Band Hall 
(formerly Fordington Methodist Church) on the corner of 
Kings Road and Little Britain in Fordington.

Rehearsals are every other Sunday. 

10 & 24 January, 7 & 21 February, 6 & 20 March and 
3 & 17 April. Concert Date 28 February at Crossways.

Rehearsal times are 2:45 – 5pm with a tea break and 
the cost is £3 per session.

Contact Tess James, tess.james@hotmail.co.uk

Pop Club
A fantastic opportunity for young people to discover and 
experience live music performance. Each week Pop Club 
members get the chance to engage in a wide variety of 
musical workshops and perform using a sound system, 
under the guidance of music producer Mickey Wills. Pop 
Club also plays live at gigs and festivals throughout the year.

Held at Dorchester Corn Exchange.
Saturday mornings: 9, 16, 23, 30 January, 6, 13 February
(Not 20 February due to Half Term), 
27 February, 5, 12, 19 March

£50 per term (Half price for siblings)

Contact Dorchester Arts on 01305 266926 
for details on how to join. 

Join In
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dorchester youth Theatre
DYT is for young people who have a passion for 
theatre and are interested in performing. It is led by 
Youth Theatre Director Jo Simons, using improvisation, 
games and devised scenarios. Drama and role-play 
help develop children’s social and emotional well-being 
as well as their creative and critical abilities. Held at 
Dorchester Corn Exchange.

Primary, Junior, Intermediates & Seniors: Monday 4 
January - Monday 21 March (Not including 15 February 
Half Term)

Performance Company: Thursday 7 January – Thursday 
24 March (Not including 18 February Half Term)

Primary (Year groups 2 and 3) 3.45-4.45pm £60
Junior (Year groups 4 and 5) 4.45-5.45pm £60
Intermediate (Year groups 6,7 and 8) 5.45-7pm £65
Senior (Year groups 9-11) 7-9pm £85
Performance (Year groups 12+) 7-9pm £90
All workshops half price for siblings.

NO session on 10 March due to Senior show

www.dorchyouththeatre.co.uk

Connect 
Connect is a series of free drama workshops that bring 
people together from all backgrounds every week to 
help them gain confidence and meet others in a creative 
environment. Thursdays 10.15am-12:00 noon at 
Dorchester Corn Exchange.

Contact Dorchester Arts for more 
information and workshop dates.
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Members are at the heart of our organisation and 
make a huge contribution to our aim of bringing 
arts to the whole community. 

It works two ways. As well as playing your part in 
supporting us financially with subscriptions and optional 
donations, you will also receive the following benefits:

•	 Discounts on tickets for most events

•	 Priority booking for some events

•	 Reciprocal membership of Bridport Arts Centre 
 and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis

•	 Invitations to launches and previews

•	 10% discount at Frank Herring and Sons and 
 Steve Bane Fabrics

•	 Invitations to social events where you can meet the  
 Artistic Director and DA team

•	 Selected offers from other arts venues 

•	 Regular newsletter

•	 Eligibility to stand for election to the Board 

For more information call 01305 266926 or see the 
Membership section of the website.

Have you heard about 
membership?

What are the benefits of 
membership?
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BECOME A MEMBER
Annual membership rates

Individual Membership: £20

Joint Membership: £30*

Life Membership £200

*Joint Membership is for two named adults at the same address.

Membership Form

NAME(S) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 

EMAIL 

SIGNED  DATE 

I enclose Individual / Joint, Family / Life* fee £ 
*Delete as appropriate

Donation £ 

TOTAL £ 

I / we have set up a bankers order: 

Please make cheque payable to Dorchester Arts and 
return with form to: Dorchester Arts, 
Dorchester Corn Exchange, High East Street, DT1 1HF

Bankers order
If you would like to pay by Bankers Order please 
complete this section and take / send to your bank or to 
us (we will post it on your behalf if you prefer):
YOUR BANK 
BANK ADDRESS 

Please pay now and on 1st of  
(month) annually

NATWEST (60-07-01)
49 South Street, Dorchester, DT1 1DW
Dorchester Arts account no. 69764751

The sum of £ 
Account name: 

Account no: 

SIGNED  DATE 

Gift Aid (For donations only)
If you are a taxpayer we are able to reclaim basic tax 
rate paid on any donations to us. Donations make a 
considerable contribution to our budget. It you would like 
to donate under the Gift Aid Scheme, please complete the 
membership form and sign the declaration below. We are 
then able to reclaim 25p in every £1 you donate.

This confirms my wish to donate under the Gift Aid 
Scheme from the date of this declaration until I notify 
you otherwise. I understand that I must pay an amount of 
Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in the relevant year equal 
to any tax reclaimed by Dorchester Arts in that period.  
I confirm I am a UK resident.

SIGNED  DATE 
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dorchester Arts Box Office: 01305 266926 

The box office is open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm. At 
all other times please leave your name, telephone number 
and ticket requirements and we will call you back. 

There is a £2 booking fee per transaction unless you are 
paying by cash. 

Payment is required when booking. You can also email 
your booking request to: 
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk

Tourist Information Centre: 01305 267992 
Tickets are available from the Tourist Information Centre, 
Antelope Walk, Dorchester DT1 1BE, Monday to Saturday 
9am to 4pm (November - March) Monday to Saturday 
9am to 5pm (April - October).

Online: www.dorchesterarts.org.uk  
(£1.25 booking fee per ticket applies).

Concessionary prices (for events promoted by 
Dorchester Arts): where available, these are offered to 
under 18’s, students, those in receipt of benefits and 
people on low income regardless of age.

Please email enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk 
or call 01305 266926 for a copy of the programme in 
large type.

 












How to Book

Large Type Programme 
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JANUARy
Sat 16   AGM Dorchester Arts AGM 11am CE
Sun 17   Classical Music Kokoro: BSO New Music Group 3pm CE
Sat 23 & Sun 24  Event / Music The Elephant in The Room  10am - 5pm / 7.30pm CE
Sat 30   DA Blues Michael Roach and Johnny Mars  8pm CE
Sun 31  Talk My Life, My Story with Simon Weston 7.30pm CE
FEBRUARy
Fri 12  Music / Fundraiser Grand Re-Union: ‘Get Rhythm’  8pm CE
Sun 14  Classical Music Craig Ogden (Valentine’s Special) 3pm CE
Wed 17  Film YouChoose Cinema 7.30pm CE
Thurs 18  Fundraiser Singalong Frozen 2pm CE
Fri 19   Comedy George Egg: Anarchist Cook 8pm CE
Fri 26  Fundraiser Swing Into Spring: Fundraising Gala 7pm CE
Sat 27  Music Skimmity Hitchers + Captain Hotknives 8pm CE
MARCH
Thurs 3  Music From The Jam: That’s Entertainment acoustic tour 8pm CE
Sun 6   Classical Music Opus Anglicanum:Gregorian Chant   Workshop: 2pm TH 
    Concert: 6pm HTC
Wed 9, Thurs 10 & Fri 11  Youth Theatre Bassett: DYT Seniors / National Theatre Connections 500  7.30pm CE
Sat 12   DA Blues Dale Storr 8pm CE
Wed 16  Theatre A Room For One 8pm CE
Fri 18  Comedy Simon Evans: In The Money  8pm CE
Fri 25   Children’s Theatre Leaper: A Fish Tale   3pm CE
Thurs 31   Music DA Jams 7pm CE
APRIL
Friday 1  Classical Music Swansea City Opera: A History of Opera: Abridged! 8pm CE
Sat 2  DA Blues Matt Woosey 8pm CE
Wed 6  Workshop Springtime Creative 1.30pm CE
Thurs 7  Music The Beat  8pm CE
Fri 8   Music Gabrielle Ducomble 8pm CE
Sat 9    Classical Music John Bryden and Matthew Souter (piano and viola) 7.30pm DCM
Sat 9   Music The Leggomen + Blazin’ Strings 8pm CE
Wed 13  Theatre / Comedy Backstage in Biscuit Land 7.30pm CE
Wed 13 & Thurs 14   Theatre Shot at Dawn  8pm SH
Fri 15  Music Tankus The Henge  8pm CE
Fri 22 Music The Undercover Hippy 8pm CE
Sat 23   Music Whole Lotta Led  8pm CE
Wed 27   Music Show of Hands Long Way Home tour 8pm CE
Fri 29  Comedy Lee Nelson 7.30pm CE

CE = Corn Exchange  SH = Shire Hall  DCM = Dorset County Museum  TH = Town Hall  HTC = Holy Trinity Church
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dIARy: SPRING 2016
Supported by

Dorchester Town Council West Dorset District Council


