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WELCOME 
We love our new home at the Corn Exchange and I would 
like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Dorchester 
Town Council, West Dorset District Council, Charles 
Stanley & Co. Ltd, Dorset Vehicle Rentals and our tireless 
volunteers for their invaluable help with the move. 

This season’s programme features familiar names such 
as Festival favourites RSVP and the supremely talented 
Ballet Theatre UK, and also world famous names that 
head the ‘global rankings’ in their respective fields. 

Courtney Pine is one of the world’s finest sax players 
and his concert with Zoe Rahman promises to be a 
highlight of the year. The Academy of Ancient Music 
have graced the stages of the Royal Albert Hall and 
the Amsterdam Concertgebouw and we are thrilled 
that they are coming to Dorchester and very grateful 

to the individual donor whose support has made this 
possible.  Look out too for some rising stars: Colin Cloud 
is mesmerising audiences across the country with his 
extraordinary, original show and Joe Stilgoe comes to us 
fresh from the Old Vic where his performances in High 
Society have been going down a storm. 

We are also delighted to launch Live for 5, a discount 
ticket scheme for 14 to 25 year-olds: we are 
committed to helping young people access the arts 
and hope this will help more and more of them to 
experience the richness that it brings to our lives.

Mark Tattersall Artistic Director, Dorchester Arts
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BEER & FooD MATCH
Friday 11 September
FUNDRAISER – Brownsword Hall, Poundbury
7pm (doors & bar 6:30pm) £15

Did you know that beer may actually be more food-
friendly than wine?

As we see beer-and-food tasting events becoming increasingly 
popular across the UK we thought we would see what all the 
fuss was about by making it the focus of our next fundraising 
event, in support of the work we do at Dorchester Arts.

Join Mark Woodhouse of Hall & Woodhouse at Brownsword 
Hall in Poundbury as he leads us through a selection of 
beers, each one with a perfectly matched sample of food – 
even dessert. We will also hear from Nikki Rowe, one of the 
emerging female beer sommeliers in the UK as our guest 
speaker for the event. 

This event is kindly supported by Hall 
& Woodhouse Brewery

BEER
FOOD
MATCH

&

with 
Brewer, Mark Woodhouse 

At our beer and food match event, you’ll taste 
a selection of beers, each one with a perfectly 
matched sample of food – even dessert!

The event is supported by Blandford Brewers, Hall & Woodhouse Ltd

Did you know that beer may actually be MORE food-friendly than 
wine? Come and hear why beer sommeliers are popping up all over 
the country and beer and food tasting events are increasingly popular.

A Fundraising Event
Registered Charity No. 1015546

Friday 11 September at 7:00 pm
Brownsword Hall | Poundbury | Dorchester | DT1 3GW

Tickets £15
Booking: Online at dorchesterarts.org.uk |  Tel 01305 266926
In person Dorchester Arts at The Corn Exchange or Tourist Information Centre

Everything you need to know about matching
food with beer and were afraid to ask..!

with Special Guest, trainee beer sommelier Nikki Rowe

THE PRoDUCERS
Saturday 12 September
DA Blues – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door.
Senior Citizen ticket: £11 advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS. Card

To launch our DA Blues autumn season we welcome 
one of the most exciting live blues bands on the circuit.

With seven acclaimed albums and live appearances 
across Europe, the States, the Bahamas, Australia and 
New Zealand, The Producers are now playing headline 
dates and rightfully assuming a prominent position on 
blues awards podiums. Building a massive audience at 
sell-out club dates and developing an equally impressive 
reputation this is one blues band no one can ignore. 

The DA Blues season is sponsored in 
memory of Peter Sheaves.
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Tim Lezard: 
MEDIA BIAS - FRoM 
ToLPUDDLE To ToDAy
Thursday 24 September
THE JUSTICE CAFé AT SHIRE HALL
TALK / DEBATE – Dorchester Shire Hall
7:30pm (doors and bar 7pm) £5

Rumour has it that the world’s first press box was built in 
Dorchester’s Old Crown Court for journalists reporting on the 
trial of the Tolpuddle Martyrs – so with this in mind our first 
Justice Cafe event this season switches its focus to the media.

Tim Lezard, a freelance journalist and former President 
of the NUJ, will be exploring media bias, and asks if this 
is something new or has it always been this way since 
newspapers began appearing in the late 
17th Century.

Refreshments available for donation.
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NoEL CowARD’S 

BRIEF ENCoUNTER 
ARENA THEATRE 
Friday 2 october
THEATRE – Dorchester Corn Exchange
7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions

You are in love. You are in love with the wrong person. 
“That’s how it all began. Just by me getting a little piece of 
grit in my eye.”

Noel Coward’s Brief Encounter is remembered as one of the 
most haunting love stories ever told. Emma Rice, Joint Artistic 
Director of Kneehigh Theatre, has adapted Coward’s classic 
1945 screenplay, and the one act play Still Life, on which it 
was based, into a richly theatrical, imaginative and vibrant 

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama

DORCHESTER
REDEFINED

piece for the stage superbly performed by award-winning 
Arena Theatre Company. If you love the movie, you’ll get a 
huge kick from this ingenious homage.

“I want to remember every minute. Always. Always to the 
end of my days.”



Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk   Dorchester Arts  @DorchesterArts  Dorchester_Arts 7

wILLE AND THE 
BANDITS
Saturday 3 october
DA Blues – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door.
Senior Citizen ticket: £11 advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS. Cards

Wille and the Bandits return to Dorchester by popular 
demand for another night of their hard-hitting blues and 
soul mix. Principally a classic blues-rock three-piece, 
their energetic and soulful sound goes beyond what is 
expected of such a traditional line up; with the use of 
more bizarre instrumentation and eclectic influences 
this popular band seem to leave an equally astounding 
impression on audiences of all ages and musical 
backgrounds. Catch them here while you can…

‘Incredibly talented’ Maverick Magazine

The DA Blues season is sponsored in memory of Peter 
Sheaves.
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HANDS UP FoR JoNNy 
wILKINSoN’S RIgHT BooT
LIvEwIRE THEATRE
wednesday 7 october
THEATRE – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions

It’s one of those moments that no-one will forget – a time 
when everyone can remember exactly where they were and 
what they were doing: The Rugby World Cup Final 2003 - 
November 22nd 2003 to be precise; England versus Australia 
in Sydney, 26 seconds to the final whistle and the score 
standing at a tantalising 17-17; Jonny Wilkinson, under huge 
pressure, drops a goal with his right boot to win the World Cup 
for England!

From the fascinating story of class discrimination during the 
first British Lions tour in 1908 to Jonny Wilkinson’s 2003 
drop goal via Nelson Mandela’s trophy presentation to South 
African captain Francois Pienaar, the play transports you 
through time on an astonishing round-the-world-rugby-tour 
complete with songs, stories and rugby rituals including the 
All-Blacks’ legendary Haka. 

LiveWire Theatre brought us three wonderful Bronte 
adaptations in March and this is sure to be a memorable night 
for rugby lovers and theatre lovers alike.

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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oPUS ANgLICANUM: LIgHT
wITH ZEB SoANES
A joint promotion with Music at the Museum (DCMMS)

Friday 9 october
CLASSICAL MUSIC – Dorset County Museum
7pm (doors and bar 6:30pm)
£8 including a glass of wine and nibbles 
£4 Under 18s and NUS Card holders

In this evening of art and science in perfect harmony Opus 
Anglicanum bring us a programme of music and words 
exploring and celebrating the history of light. 

Opus Anglicanum are a five-piece male, unaccompanied 
vocal ensemble and their narrator, Zeb Soanes, is one of the 
most familiar voices on BBC radio (Today, PM, The News 
Quiz…) and a regular television presenter (The Proms, 
Newsnight, Songs of Praise…)

The music features works by Josquin, Tchaikovsky and 
William Byrd alongside a number of special commissions 
such as Judith Bingham’s glorious piece describing St Hilda 
as a necklace of light illuminating Britain.

The texts, chosen by John Allen, Emeritus Professor of 
Physics St Andrews University, range from Ibn al-Haytham 
in 11th century Cairo, through Newton’s argument against 
the wave nature of light to Einstein’s 1905 discovery of the 
wave-particle duality of light. The readings complex and 
intriguing, fun and memorable.

This concert is preceded by ‘Reflections on the 2015 Unesco 
Year of Light’ by two students from the Thomas Hardye 
School who attended the opening of the UNESCO Year of 
Light in Paris.

Dorchester Arts and Dorset County Museum Music Society 
(DCMMS) are grateful for the support of a private donor in 
making this concert possible.
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CoLIN CLoUD: 
FoRENSIC MINDREADER
Friday 9 october
ENTERTAINMENT – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm) 
£12 / £10 members & concessions

Colin Cloud is a forensic scientist who mixes mind magic and 
brain science with his love of Arthur Conan Doyle’s works – he’s 
the closest thing around to the real life Sherlock Holmes. In 
2014, Colin became the runaway success of the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe with 23 sold out performances and multiple 5 
star reviews. He has left Jonathan Ross speechless, Ant & Dec 
dumbfounded and mind reader and spoon-bender Uri Geller 
described him as “one of the greatest thought readers of all 
time”. One to see, if you dare.

“Colin Cloud takes the impossible, makes it possible, leaving 
his audience open-mouthed… and just a little 
nervous.” Edinburgh Evening News
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gAIA: THE CABARET
Sunday 11 october
CABARET – Dorchester Corn Exchange
7pm (doors & bar 6:30pm) 
£7 / £5 members & concessions

Join us for an insightful and entertaining evening 
of songs, sketches and surprises inspired by the 
revolutionary science of Gaia Theory from Peter 
Horton, one of the founders of the community 
arts space from which Dorchester Arts grew.

Hear the true story of how James Lovelock first 
glimpsed Gaia and why NASA wouldn’t believe 
him. Make friends with the mighty mitochondria, 
discover how you can save humanity, by looking 
good and lying in the sun...

‘This is the most fun you can have with science 
– Peter Horton covers 14 billion in the space 
of an hour and a half, and shows us that we 
humans take ourselves far too seriously’. Prof. 
Andrew Watson FRS.

Followed by Q&A with Peter Horton after the show.
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Nigel Costley & Sarah Short: 
TRUTH, LIES AND 
MIgRANTS
Thursday 15 october
THE JUSTICE CAFé AT SHIRE HALL
DEBATE – Dorchester Shire Hall
7:30pm (doors & refreshments 7pm) £5 

Nigel Costley, SWTUC Regional Secretary, and Sarah 
Short from the South West Strategic Migration Partnership 
explore the reality and the myths around immigration and 
population - hotly debated issues that affect how people 
are treated at work and in their local community.

Migration brings economic benefits and the richness of 
diversity, but it can unsettle people. People least likely to 
meet a migrant are most likely to believe the daily diet of 
scare stories. 

Nigel and Sarah explore the facts and open a debate on the 
one of the burning issues of the day.

Refreshments available for donation

RUARRI JoSEPH
Farewell for Now Tour
wednesday 14 october
MUSIC - Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions

We bid a farewell (for now) to Ruarri Joseph this autumn 
as he nears the end of a long chapter in his musical 
career, before embarking on an exciting new one. The 
man which The Times describes as “one of our best 
songwriters and lyricists” will be returning to Dorchester 
this October, playing a ‘best of’ set, drawing on songs 
from the last eight years. The ‘Farewell For Now’ tour 
gives new and old fans a chance to enjoy the best of 
Ruarri Joseph before he moves on to a new project in 
2016 as his new outfit William the Conqueror.
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TINDERBox
Asone / AsCend THEATRE
Friday 16 october
THEATRE – Dorchester Corn Exchange
7pm (doors and bar 6:30pm)
£10 / £8 / £30 family ticket (max 2 adults)
Age Guidance 4+

AsOne Theatre Company presents its talented AsCend 
ensemble in a new dramatisation of Hans Christian 
Andersen’s wonderfully dark tale with a Jurassic 
Coast twist.

From deep under the roots of a magical tree, to a 
locked room in a royal tower, tinderbox is a feast of 
physical storytelling, puppetry, shadow-play, animated 
image, lyrical music and song - creating a spell-binding 
experience for the whole family to enjoy.

RoBB JoHNSoN:
gENTLE MEN
Thursday 22 october
THE JUSTICE CAFé AT SHIRE HALL
MUSIC – Dorchester Shire Hall
8:30pm (doors and refreshments 8pm) 
£9 / £7 members & concessions

In 1997 Robb Johnson released Gentle Men, a song cycle 
inspired by the experiences of Johnson’s two grandfathers 
during the First World War, as part of the Passchendaele 
Peace Concerts series. 

As part of last year’s WW1 century commemorations 
Robb performed “Gentle Men” to a packed Marquee at the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs Festival. This year he is revisiting the songs 
and has recorded a live solo CD - which will be launched at 
the Justice Cafe and performed in the evocative surrounding 
of the Old Crown Court.

“A really moving piece of work” Billy Bragg
Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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RSvP
Saturday 24 october
MUSIC – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions

2014 Dorchester Festival headliners RSVP are back for 
another fantastic, energetic night of Bhangra. With more 
than ten Glastonbury and three WOMAD appearances 
under their belt they have spearheaded the renaissance 
of live Bhangra in the UK, opening doors for other artists 
and introducing Bhangra to mainstream audiences for the 
first time. 

With musicians drawn from one family across two 
generations, RSVP are wholly rooted in an authentic living 
tradition, yet unafraid to innovate. This is the ultimate 
celebratory Indian music and every show comes with 
an introduction to Bhangra dance. Join us for a party...
Punjabi–style!

BHANGRA WORKSHOP 
WITH RSVP

Calling all under 18s! Learn from the masters of 
bhangra beats this autumn in this exciting 
workshop with festival favorites RSVP...  

Supported by

Saturday 24 October  11:30am
Dorchester Corn Exchange

Box Office 01305 266 926 dorchesterarts.org.uk 
£3 each (Free for POP CLUB members)

Presents...
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FooD SECURITy IN THE 21ST 
CENTURy with vicki Hird
Thursday 29 october
THE JUSTICE CAFé AT SHIRE HALL
TALK – Dorchester Shire Hall
7:30pm (doors & bar 7pm) £5

Dorchester, as a market town, knows the rural economy 
is vital to its development. With food security an important 
issue, both in the UK and across the world, this Justice 
Café Harvest Special talk will focus on the issue and how 
it is increasingly relevant in the 21st Century.

Our guest speaker Vicki Hird, Campaigns Director at War 
on Want and former Senior Campaigner in Friends of the 
Earths Food and Farming Team will lead the debate at the 
Shire Hall. Vicki is an award winning author, 
expert, strategist and senior manager who 
has been working on environment, food 
and farming issues for over 20 years.

THE BIg DRAw 
Every Drawing Tells a Story
Thursday 29 october
woRKSHoP – Dorchester Corn Exchange
1.30pm - 3.30pm
£6 each, £4 for siblings 
Age Guidance 6 - 12 Years
12 places maximum

Join our Participation Officer Megan Dunford as 
we explore the theme of drawing within storytelling 
in celebration of this year’s nationwide BIG DRAW 
festival. As a special treat all participants will receive 
stickers and a certificate to say they have taken part 
in the festival.
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JoE STILgoE: NEw 
SoNgS FoR oLD SoULS
Friday 30 october
MUSIC – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£18.50 / £16.50 members and concessions

This hotly anticipated debut UK tour accompanies Stilgoe’s 
third studio album, which mixes incredible new songs with 
his inimitable takes of jazz standards and classics from the 
1950’s to the present day. His live shows have seen him 
described as a ‘musical virtuoso’ (The Independent) and 
‘truly remarkable’ (Sir Michael Parkinson) and with his band 
of world-class musicians, he is set to take the UK by storm. 

This tour follows Stilgoe’s West End debut in the 
unforgettable feel-good musical High Society as part of 
Kevin Spacey’s finale season at London’s Old Vic, where 
Joe also launches this new tour.

A showman and one with a terrific natural rapport with all 
age groups…A hugely enjoyable class act - The Times

To celebrate this magical evening of music and song, 
Côte Brasserie is delighted to offer all audience members 
a complimentary glass of Kir Royale. 

Voucher given when tickets are purchased. T&C’s apply.
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MAD Dog MCREA
Saturday 31 october
MUSIC – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions 

Mad Dog Mcrea blend a unique mixture of folk rock, 
pop, gypsy jazz, and bluegrass music. From self-
penned songs of adventure, drinking, love and life, 
to traditional songs of gypsies, fairies, legless pirates 
and black flies – Mad Dog never fail to capture their 
audience with their infectious songs.

The famous purple happy bus is fired up and ready for 
action, and there’s room for you – so jump aboard!

‘This is rowdy, heartfelt, room shaking and spirit-stirring 
music that only the dead can’t enjoy’ ltdstate.com
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THE FoREST
FRoZEN LIgHT THEATRE IN 
ASSoCIATIoN wITH THE NEw woLSEy
Monday 2 November
THEATRE – Dorchester Corn Exchange
11am & 2pm (doors & refreshments 10:30am & 1:30pm)

The Forest is the unmissable new production from Frozen 
Light; an intriguing multi-sensory tale, which immerses 
audiences in a world full of new sights, sounds, smells 
and sensations.

Trapped in lives filled with daydreams, Thea and Robin 
both crave an escape from their everyday routines. One 

day they are drawn into the dark and mysterious forest and 
find themselves on an unexpected journey of self-discovery 
filled with surprising encounters and experiences that 
change their lives forever.

The production is an adventure for teenagers and 
adults with Profound and Multiple Learning Disabilities 
(PMLD) and their companions. For booking and more 
information call Dorchester Arts on 01305 266926 or 
email enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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CoURTNEy PINE AND 
ZoE RAHMAN 
SoNg (THE BALLAD BooK)
Friday 6 November
MUSIC – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£22 / £20 members & concessions

English jazz legend Courtney Pine makes his way 
to Dorchester for one night only - accompanied by 
fellow Mercury nominee and MOBO award winning 
pianist, Zoe Rahman. 

Courtney will delight us with the soothing sounds of 
his bass clarinet in this top quality night of soulful 
jazz, to coincide with his latest album release Song 
(The Ballad Book).

“I have always wanted to record a collection of 
my favourite ballads and there is nothing like 
performing in a duet format for bringing out the 
intimacy of great songs” Courtney Pine

**** This duo set is a revelation… a celebration of 
timeless ballads The Guardian

Supported by
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STEvE JAMES
Saturday 7 November
DA Blues – Dorchester Corn Exchange 
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door.
Senior Citizen ticket: £11 advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS. Card

Seattle-based Steve James is a blues musician, a notable 
songwriter, and a storyteller not to mention one of the best 
modern bottleneck slide players on the blues circuit. In 
the world of contemporary acoustic and roots music, he’s 
earned his reputation with decades of tireless international 
touring, a stack of solo recordings, a funny, kinetic stage 
presence and an unmistakable style of playing and singing.

His superb old blues sound with fresh smart lyrics is well 
worth checking out…

The DA Blues season is sponsored in 
memory of Peter Sheaves.

BLoFELD & BAxTER 
RogUES oN THE RoAD
Sunday 8 November
TALK / ENTERTAINMENT – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£18.50 / £16.50 members and concessions

Fresh from touring far flung corners of the world, bastions 
of the beloved Test Match Special  ‘Blowers’ and ‘Backers’ 
are back with Rogues on the Road - a brand new show 
crammed full of even more wonderful (and occasionally 
outrageous) reminiscences and anecdotes from two 
extensive careers spent broadcasting around the globe.

Come ready to be shocked and entertained by good men 
behaving badly…

‘A show that is not so much about cricket as about what 
happens in the commentary box and beyond’ 
The Telegraph
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A JoURNEy RoUND 
My SKULL
PRESENTED By KILN AND HoUSE
wednesday 11 November
THEATRE – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members & concessions

A Journey Round My Skull is a beautiful and 
beguiling love story that really gets inside your head.

Told by a neurosurgeon who casts the audience 
as her silent patient, this show gently and 
playfully transports you from the streets of 
Continental Europe to a scrap over profiteroles, 
into neurosurgery and onto the tracks of a 
ghost train.

Featuring headphone technology and 
extraordinary sound design, this multi-sensory 
theatre experience operates on the ears as 
well as the heart to dissect our most intimate 
relationships.

“…deliberate and controlled, smart and witty” 
**** Time Out

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama

presented by 
house
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THE FALCoN’S 
MALTESER 
By ANTHoNy HoRowITZ
ADAPTED FoR THE STAgE By NEw 
oLD FRIENDS
Sunday 15 November
CHILDREN’S THEATRE  – Dorchester Corn Exchange
3pm (doors and refreshments 2:30pm)
£10 / £8 / £30 family ticket (max 2 adults) 
Age Guidance 8+

Anthony Horowitz’s hilarious family film noir pastiche 
is brought to life in this superb stage adaptation 
by New Old Friends. Follow the adventures of the 
hopelessly inept private detective Tim Diamond and 
his sharp-witted brother Nick who discover just what 
is so important about those titular Maltesers. 

Expect slapstick, comedy songs and a cast of four 
playing 20 brilliant characters like: The Fat Man (who 
has lost a lot of weight), Gott & Himmell, Lauren 
Bacardi, Beatrice von Falkenberg and Betty Cleaner. 

“The wit and sheer pace is exhilarating, the barmy 
fun never failing to hit the spot. An absolute treat for 
old and young alike: don’t miss it.” **** 
What’s On Stage Review

Also at Marine Theatre Lyme Regis.

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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ACADEMy oF ANCIENT MUSIC:
ANgELS AND SAINTS
A joint promotion with Music at the Museum (DCMMS)

wednesday 25 November
CLASSICAL MUSIC – Dorset County Museum
7:30pm (doors and bar 7pm)
£15 (£10 for under 18 yrs and NUS student card holders)

For more than 40 years the Academy of Ancient Music 
has enriched the lives of thousands the world over with 
historically informed performances of baroque and classical 
music of the highest calibre.

This autumn the ensemble will perform Angels and Saints - a 
programme led by Bojan Cicic (director & violin) that includes 
works by Vivaldi, Vejvanovsky, Leclair, Manfredini and Biber.

“Blazing a trail followed by baroque ensembles everywhere.” 
The Independent

Dorchester Arts and Dorset County Museum Music Society 
(DCMMS) are grateful for the support of a private donor in 
making this concert possible.
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EMMA By JANE AUSTEN
ADAPTED FoR THE STAgE By 
HoTBUCKLE PRoDUCTIoNS
Sunday 29 November
THEATRE – Dorchester Corn Exchange
3pm (doors & refreshments 2:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions

Hotbuckle Productions, best known for their 
slick and ingenious adaptations of classic 
works of literature, return to the stage with 
Jane Austen’s most perfect novel.

Emma Woodhouse is handsome, clever and 
rich. She’s also a bit of a meddler. After her 
governess marries (with Emma’s help of 
course) it is clear that Miss Woodhouse must 
become a matchmaker. But as her interfering 
gets out of hand, it may be time for Emma to 
question her judgement. Advised by friend Mr 
Knightley, can Emma untangle the web she’s 
spun? And what does she truly know of her 
own heart…? 

Tea and cakes will be available in the interval.

“Superb … a master class in stage adaptation” 
BBC Radio

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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A BRIEF HISToRy oF 
CHRISTMAS
BLAST FRoM THE PAST 
Saturday 5 December
MUSIC – Dorchester Corn Exchange
7:30pm (doors and bar 7pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions

Blast From The Past, the company of acclaimed historical 
musicians that brought the charming Medieval Christmas to 
Dorchester last year, return to present a festive romp through 
600 years of Christmas music, songs and stories.

Beginning in the Middle Ages and ending in the 20th century, 
A Brief History of Christmas is a whistle-stop tour of the 
origins of our midwinter festivities. Featuring long-forgotten 
songs and tales as well as some familiar and well-loved 
carols, this is the perfect show for anyone looking to 
recapture the simple Yuletide delights of fellowship, laughter 
and good cheer. Guaranteed to delight the hearts of both 
young and old.
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SAM KELLy’S STATIoN 
HoUSE
Saturday 12 December
DA Blues – Dorchester Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door.
Senior Citizen ticket: £11 advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS. Card

Originating from London’s “Station Tavern” in the early 
nineties, Sam Kelly’s Station House has been featuring on 
the UK music scene for many years. Mixing instinctive funk/
soul rhythms with the diversity of the blues, this is a “groove” 
band with dancing very much in mind.

Sam Kelly, who has been voted into Blues In Britain magazine 
Gallery of the Greats, and five-times winner of the ‘UK 
Drummer of the Year’ award is joined by Paul Jobson, Spy 
Austin, Tony Quinta and Jerome Marcus. 

The DA Blues season is sponsored in 
memory of Peter Sheaves.
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HANSEL AND gRETEL
FoREST FoRgE THEATRE CoMPANy
IN ASSoCIATIoN wITH BUMBLEFLy 
THEATRE CoMPANy
Friday 18 December
Theatre – Dorchester Corn Exchange
7pm (doors & bar 6:30pm)
£10 / £8 / £30 family ticket (max 2 adults)
Age Guidance 4+

A treat for the children at Christmas as Forest Forge 
(in association with Bumblefly) bring us an enchanting 
new take on the family favourite, Hansel and Gretel. 

Lost in the deep dark forest, the children come across 
many well known fairytale figures who try to help, or 
hinder them, as they draw ever closer to a strange 
house that looks good enough to eat! Throughout this 
adventure, audiences are encouraged to join in with 
the show; providing sound effects and practical help 
as Hansel and Gretel and their many friends make 
their way through the enchanted forest. Expect vibrant 
traditional storytelling packed with laughs and songs 
for the whole family to enjoy. 

“In more than 20 years of watching…I have never 
seen a bad one. During this time, thousands of 
youngsters have encountered their first taste of top-
quality professional theatre” 
The Stage on Forest Forge’s winter productions.

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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THE SNow QUEEN
BALLET THEATRE UK
wednesday 6 January 
7pm (doors & refreshments 6:30pm)

Thursday 7 January  
5pm (doors & refreshments 4:30pm)
Ballet – Dorchester Corn Exchange
£15 / £13 members / £11 concessions

Ballet Theatre UK return with a beautiful 
adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s classic 
The Snow Queen.

This spectacular production follows the story 
of Gerda whose fantastic adventure takes her 
on a journey across the frozen north where 
she encounters a band of gypsies, enchanted 
reindeer and a mysterious and reclusive Lapland 
woman who may help her break the Snow 
Queen’s curse of eternal winter…

Ballet Theatre UK’s renowned company of 
international dancers, beautiful costumes 
and glittering stage sets combine to create a 
magnificent spectacle, all set to a glorious and 
magical score.

“Critics Choice – Top 5 productions touring the 
UK” The Independent
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Dorchestra Community 
orchestra
Dorchestra is a welcoming community orchestra for those 
that are learning an instrument or brushing up on existing 
skills. Meeting once a fortnight on Sunday afternoons, 
Catherine the conductor guides players through a vast 
array of notes working towards public concerts each year.

If you are learning an instrument or picking up your 
instrument long neglected in the attic you would be very 
welcome to come along to the next rehearsal to hear 
more. Dorchestra meets at the Durnovaria Silver Band 
Hall (formerly Fordington Methodist Church) on the corner 
of Kings Road and Little Britain in Fordington.

Rehearsals are every other Sunday. 

6 & 20 September, 4 & 25 October, 8 & 22 November 
and 6 December. Concert Date 13 December at 4pm 
in the Parish Rooms, Culliford Road, Dorchester.

Rehearsal times are 2:45 – 5pm with a tea break and 
the cost is £3 per session.

Contact Tess James, tess.james@hotmail.co.uk

Pop Club
A fantastic opportunity for young people to discover and 
experience live music performance. Each week Pop Club 
members get the chance to engage in a wide variety of 
musical workshops and perform using a sound system, 
under the guidance of music producer Mickey Wills. Pop 
Club also plays live at gigs and festivals throughout the year.

Held at Dorchester Corn Exchange.
Saturday mornings: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 October
(Not 7 November due to Half Term), 
14, 21, 28 November, 5, 12 December

£50 per term (Half price for siblings)

Contact Dorchester Arts on 01305 266926 
for details on how to join. 
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Dorchester youth Theatre
DYT is for young people who have a passion for 
theatre and are interested in performing. It is led by 
Youth Theatre Director Jo Simons, using improvisation, 
games and devised scenarios. Drama and role-play 
help develop children’s social and emotional well-being 
as well as their creative and critical abilities. Held at 
Dorchester Corn Exchange.

Primary, Junior and Intermediates: Monday 14 September 
- Monday 7 December (Not including 26 October & 2 
November Half Term)

Seniors: start back one week early – 7 September - but 
then run the same as the other groups thereafter.

Performance Company: Thursday 10 September – 
Thursday 10 December (Not including 29 October & 5 
November Half Term) See DYT website for details of 
this new group.

Primary (Year groups 2 and 3) 3.45-4.45pm £50

Junior (Year groups 4 and 5) 4.45-5.45pm £50

Intermediate (Year groups 6,7 and 8) 5.45-7pm £50

Senior (Year groups 9-11) 7-9pm £70

Performance (Year groups 12+) 7-9pm £90

All workshops half price for siblings.

www.dorchyouththeatre.co.uk

Connect 
Connect is a series of drama workshops that brings 
together people from all backgrounds every week to 
help them gain confidence and meet others in a creative 
environment. Thursdays 10am-12:30pm at Dorchester 
Corn Exchange.
Contact Dorchester Arts for more 
information and workshop dates.
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Have you heard about 
membership?
Members are at the heart of our organisation 
and make a huge contribution to our aim of 
bringing great art to the whole community. 

what are the benefits 
of membership?

It works two ways. As well as playing your part in 
supporting us financially with subscriptions and optional 
donations, you will also receive the following benefits:
•	 Discounts on tickets for most events
•	 Priority booking for some events
•	 Reciprocal membership of Bridport Arts Centre 
 and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
•	 Invitations to launches and previews
•	 10% discount at Frank Herring and Sons and 
 Steve Bane Fabrics
•	 Access to Members’ Area at the Dorchester  
 Festival
•	 Invitations to ‘Meet the Artistic Director and  
 team’events
•	 Invitation to free annual Supporters’ Party
•	 Selected offers from other arts venues 
•	 Regular newsletter
•	 Eligibility to stand for election to the Board 

For more information call 01305 266926 or see the 
Membership section of the website.
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BECoME A MEMBER
Annual membership rates

Individual Membership: £20

Joint Membership: £30*

Life Membership £200

*Joint Membership is for two named adults at the same address.

Membership Form

NAME(S) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 

EMAIL 

SIGNED  DATE 

I enclose Individual / Joint, Family / Life* fee £ 
*Delete as appropriate

Donation £ 

ToTAL £ 

I / we have set up a bankers order: 

Please make cheque payable to Dorchester Arts and 
return with form to: Dorchester Arts, 
Dorchester Corn Exchange, High East Street, DT1 1HF

Bankers order
If you would like to pay by Bankers Order please 
complete this section and take / send to your bank or to 
us (we will post it on your behalf if you prefer):
YOUR BANK 
BANK ADDRESS 

Please pay now and on 1st of  
(month) annually

NATWEST (60-07-01)
49 South Street, Dorchester, DT1 1DW
Dorchester Arts account no. 69764751

The sum of £ 
Account name: 

Account no: 

SIGNED  DATE 

gift Aid (For donations only)
If you are a taxpayer we are able to reclaim basic tax 
rate paid on any donations to us. Donations make a 
considerable contribution to our budget. It you would like 
to donate under the Gift Aid Scheme, please complete the 
membership form and sign the declaration below. We are 
then able to reclaim 25p in every £1 you donate.

This confirms my wish to donate under the Gift Aid 
Scheme from the date of this declaration until I notify 
you otherwise. I understand that I must pay an amount of 
Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in the relevant year equal 
to any tax reclaimed by Dorchester Arts Centre in that 
period. I confirm I am a UK resident.

SIGNED  DATE 
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How to Book
Dorchester Arts Box office: 01305 266926 

The box office is open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm. At 
all other times please leave your name, telephone number 
and ticket requirements and we will call you back. 

There is a £1.50 booking fee per transaction unless you 
are paying by cash. 

Payment is required when booking. You can also email 
your booking request to: 
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk

Tourist Information Centre: 01305 267992 
Tickets are available from the Tourist Information Centre, 
Antelope Walk, Dorchester DT1 1BE, Monday to Saturday 
9am to 4pm (November - March) Monday to Saturday 
9am to 5pm (April - October).

online: www.dorchesterarts.org.uk  
(£1 booking fee per ticket applies).

Concessionary prices (for events promoted by 
Dorchester Arts): where available, these are offered to 
under 18’s, students, those in receipt of benefits and 
people on low income regardless of age.

Large Type Programme 
Please email enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk or call 
01305 266926 for a copy of the programme in large type.
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SEPTEMBER
Fri 11th Fundraiser Beer & Food Match 7pm BH
Sat 12th  DA Blues The Producers 8pm CE 
Thu 24th Justice Café  Media Bias - From Tolpuddle to Today 7.30pm SH
oCToBER
Fri 2nd Theatre Noel Coward’s Brief Encounter 8pm CE 
Sat 3rd  DA Blues Wille and the Bandits  8pm CE 
Wed 7th Theatre Hands Up For Jonny Wilkinson’s Right Boot 8pm CE
Fri 9th Classical Music Opus Anglicanum: Light 7pm DCM
Fri 9th Entertainment Colin Cloud, Forensic Mindreader 8pm CE 
Sun 11th Cabaret Gaia: The Cabaret 7pm CE
Wed 14th Music Ruarri Joseph 8pm CE
Thu 15th Justice Café Nigel Costley and Sarah Short - Truth, Lies and Migrants 7pm SH
Fri 16th  Theatre tinderbox 7pm CE 
Thu 22nd Justice Café Robb Johnson ‘Gentle Men’ TBC SH
Sat 24th Music RSVP  8pm CE
Thu 29th Workshop Big Draw Event 1.30pm CE
Thu 29th  Justice Café Food Security in the 21st Century With Vicki Hird 7.30pm SH
Fri 30th Music Joe Stilgoe - New Songs for Old Souls 8pm CE
Sat 31st Music Mad Dog Mcrae 8pm CE
NovEMBER
Mon 2nd  Theatre The Forest 11am & 2pm CE
Fri 6th  Music Courtney Pine and Zoe Rahman 8pm CE
Sat 7th DA Blues Steve James 8pm CE 
Sun 8th Talk/Entertainment Blofeld and Baxter 8pm CE
Wed 11th Theatre A Journey Round My Skull 8pm CE
Sun 15th Children’s Theatre Anthony Horowitz’s The Falcon’s Malteser 3pm CE
Wed 25th Classical Music Academy of Ancient Music: Angels & Saints 7.30pm DCM
Sun 29th Theatre Emma by Jane Austen 3pm CE
DECEMBER
Sat 5th Music A Brief History of Christmas 7.30pm CE
Sat 12th DA Blues Sam Kelly’s Station House 8pm CE
Fri 18th  Children’s Theatre Hansel and Gretel 7pm CE
JANUARy
Wed 6th & Thu 7th Ballet The Snow Queen Wed 7pm & Thu 5pm CE

CE = Corn Exchange  SH = The Shire Hall  DCM = Dorset County Museum  BH = Brownsword Hall

Box office 01305 266926  www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

DIARy: AUTUMN 2015 
Supported by

Dorchester Town Council West Dorset District Council


