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WELCOME 
It’s our birthday! September 2014 marks 30 years 
since the Grove Community Arts Centre was founded 
in the building we still use as our base. Much has 
changed in that time but much has stayed the same, 
not least our commitment to give people the people 
of Dorset’s county town the opportunity to see and 
participate in the best of the arts throughout the year.

Meanwhile arts organisations across the UK have to adapt 
to new ways of surviving the inevitable ups and downs in 
their income, especially because continuous public funding 
is becoming less and less secure. Thankfully we have 
started this process already, so the loss of our Arts Council 
National Portfolio funding from April 2015 by no means 
signals the end for us. Far from it, in fact - hundreds of 
arts organisations thrive outside the Portfolio and many still 
receive substantial Arts Council funding via other routes.

The common factor linking all of them is the support 
they receive from the communities they serve, and over 
the years we have indeed felt tremendous local support 
from audiences, volunteers, donors and sponsors alike. 
As well as inviting audiences to join us in celebrating our 
birthday and to bring their friends and families along, we 
will be launching several fundraising campaigns over the 
next 12 months, some specifically related to our building 
or to individual projects and some to support our year-
round arts programme. We believe that life in our town 
would be much the poorer without us – we hope others 
will show that they believe that too.

Mark Tattersall Artistic Director, Dorchester Arts
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POP CLUB FUNdRAISER
Saturday 13 September
FUNdRAISER - dorchester Arts Centre
7:30pm (7pm doors & bar) £5
Join Pop Club’s talented young musicians for an 
entertaining evening of rock and pop. 

Pop Club is hugely popular with local teenagers; under 
the guidance of producer Mickey Wills, young people of 
all ages come together to learn and to perform a local 
events and festivals. There will also be opportunities to 
bid on some amazing goodies at the fundraising auction 
throughout the evening.

We are improving our studio 
space with a unique eco-
friendly product that allows for 
a better acoustic environment. 

Acoustic Clouds are made from 100% natural wool with 
other sustainable materials and hung in the ceiling, which 
prevents sound from bouncing around. This will benefit 
those groups who may not have been able to use the 
space to date due to the acoustic issues.

Help us get to Cloud 9, or higher! 
We are looking to invite individuals, local companies and 
community groups to donate. Sponsors can either pay 
for a whole cloud or you can join forces to pay for one or 
more together. All sponsors names 
will be embroidered onto the 
clouds as a mark of thanks.

Sponsor a
cloud today
by calling

01305 266926 or emailclouds@dorchesterarts.org.uk
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MATT WOOSEy
Saturday 20 September
dA Blues - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door 
Senior Citizens £11 in advance / £12 door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS Card

A welcome return for the fantastic Matt Woosey, whose 
blend of acoustic blues, folk and rock conveyed with an 
accomplished vocal delivery has been defined as ‘The 
Woosey Blues’. Much praised and played by the likes of 
Paul Jones on BBC Radio 2 and Tom Robinson on BBC 6 
Music this is one blues gig not to be missed.

“The Best British bluesman since Rory Gallagher” 
bluesnews.de

THE PEARL - Adapted from 
the novella by John Steinbeck 
dUMBSHOW THEATRE
Friday 26 September
THEATRE - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
Dumbshow Theatre brings John Steinbeck’s novella to 
life with their trademark visual inventiveness and playful 
theatricality in this timeless fable exploring the allure of 
wealth, the confines of class, and the redemptive power 
of love, as performed to high acclaim at Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival 2013. 
“An imaginative joy to behold” The Scotsman
Also at Bridport Arts Centre and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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THE QUEEN’S KNICKERS
Saturday 27 September
CHILdREN’S THEATRE – Corn Exchange
3pm. £12 / £10 members & concessions
£7 children / £34 family ticket (2 adults + 2 children)
Suitable 3+

What would you do if you lost the Queen’s knickers?

Dily, the Queen’s maid is in this very dilemma. Being 
the royal custodian of her highness’s “intimate apparel” 
otherwise known as the Queen’s knickers, Dily guards 
HRH’s smalls as if they were the crown jewels. One 
day the knickers go missing causing a national state of 
emergency and a diplomatic incident of catastrophic 

proportions. Come and find out what happens next in this 
rip-roaring comedy for wise young children conveying a 
simple message of friendship, authority and dependence 
inventively told by two elastic actors.
Presented by the egg and South Bank Centre. 

Also at Bridport Arts Centre

A co-promotion with 
Dorchester Town Council

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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NAJMA AKHTAR
Saturday 27 September
MUSIC - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members and concessions

Prepare to be mesmerised at this intimate evening of 
song and poetry from Najma Akhtar, a British singer and 
songwriter of Indian and Pakistani heritage.

Having collaborated with many world-class artists, 
including Robert Plant, Basement Jaxx and Philip Glass, 
Najma will present her vocal prowess through the 
romantic Urdu poetry of the Ghazal in song, exploring 
lyrics written by traditional and contemporary Sufi writers. 
Additionally, in reflection of Najma’s British nationality and 
heritage, the concert will incorporate a number of English 
and Irish traditional ballads and songs. 

Using both the traditional & contemporary Indian style, 
her singing will be accompanied by harmonium, violin, 
bass, percussion and guitar.

THE STORy GIANT
SHANTy THEATRE COMPANy
Wednesday 1 October
THEATRE - Corn Exchange
7pm (doors & bar 6:30pm)
£12 / £10 members and concessions
Deep in his castle, the Story Giant is dying. Over the 
centuries he has gathered all the tales in existence. All, that 
is, except one. Tonight his very life relies on finding it. Join 
the ingenious Shanty Theatre Company with their adaptation 
from the book by legendary Liverpool poet Brian Patten. 
Expect skulls with overdeveloped conversational skills, 
gremlins playing Johnny Cash, laughs, shocks, and surprises. 

This is a fun family show from which both adults and 
children will come away thinking it was written for them.

Also at Bridport Arts Centre

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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PASSION
AsOne THEATRE
Wednesday 8 October
THEATRE - Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions / £7 Under 25’s

In commemoration of the WW1 centenary year, multi-
award winning AsOne Theatre presents a gripping new 
play that follows five stories of soldiers and families 
100 years apart. Interweaving newly gathered original 
testimony theatrically delivered along with live music 
Passion is poignant, funny and bravely honest. Revealing 
how the ravages of war ripple down the generations this 
new production is rich with fascinating true accounts 
retold through experienced creative talent.

WILLE ANd THE BANdITS
with support MARK BLACK
Sunday 5 October 
MUSIC - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£8 / £6 members & concessions

Wille & the Bandits’ music covers a wide range of 
genres from rock to world music to blues and roots and 
has received critical acclaim with a growing loyal fan 
base wherever they have performed. Wille, considered 
to be one of Europe’s finest slide guitar players, is 
accompanied by the rhythmic diversity of percussionist 
Andrew Naumann and the sonic range of Matt Brooks’ 
upright bass and six string electric bass. 

Voted number 6 in the top ten “must see” bands at 
Glastonbury Festival 2014 by BBC Radio 1

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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THE THREE MUSKETEERS
PATCHWORK THEATRE
Friday 10 October
THEATRE - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7:30pm)
£8 / £6 members & concessions
Country boy d’Artagnan is desperate to join the King’s 
elite band of bodyguards and become a Musketeer. 
Despite his fiery temper, and frankly ridiculous horse, he 
impresses the guards enough to join them in their bid 
to outwit the scheming Cardinal and seductive, spying 
Milady and so save the King. Romance and conflict, 
croissants and cheese await them on their mission, but 
could a deadly secret be the death of them all?
Patchwork Theatre have taken Dumas’ swashbuckling 
classic apart and stuck it back together again using 
absurdist humour, physical comedy and a healthy dollop 
of moustache twiddling. 

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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SHAPPI KHORSANdI: 
BECAUSE I’M SHAPPI
Friday 17 October
COMEdy - Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£14 / £12 members & concessions. Age Guidance 15+

Star of Live At The Apollo, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy 
Roadshow, Friday Night with Jonathan Ross, Have I Got News for 
You and QI, Shappi is back with a brand new show for 2014.

After being ‘knocked up like a 1950’s teenager’ she 
missed 2013, but now she is back and it’s forward 
march. Reflecting on the good things, she celebrates her 
haphazard, zigzag towards her dreams. She introduces us 
to friends, family and total strangers who have helped her 
on her personal Yellow Brick Road.

“Shappi is an endearing presence and possesses 
a charming self-awareness that ensures consistent 
laughter from start to finish.” Huffington Post

Tír na nÓg
Saturday 11 October
MUSIC - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions

Described as somewhere between Alt Folk and Prog Folk, 
and even at times Space Folk, Tír na nóg manage to 
transcend all these categories leaving little doubt that they 
are among the most original and influential performers 
Ireland has ever produced. Championed by the legendary 
John Peel, this dynamic duo consistently displays a wealth 
of experience and tireless talent at their sell-out gigs.

Leo O’Kelly & Sonny Condell will perform a number of 
classic hits as well as their recent, highly acclaimed EP, 
‘I Have Known Love’, which is their first studio recording 
since 1973. This is one folk experience not to be missed. 

“Tír na nóg blew me away – that mix of Irishness, folk 
and Led Zeppelin” Mojo Magazine
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TIM LAyCOCK
Thursday 23 October
MUSIC - dorchester Shire Hall
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£7 / £5 members and concessions

In the historic setting of the Georgian Shire Hall 
courtroom, popular folk singer and concertina player Tim 
Laycock will perform traditional songs and tell stories of 
crime, passion and punishment from real court cases 
tried in the Dorchester Assizes, as well as tales from 
Thomas Hardy and others. Tim has been singing at folk 
clubs and festivals for over 25 years with many songs 
and stories inspired by his home county of Dorset and 
was Composer and Musical Director for the triumphant 
2014 Dorchester Community Play Drummer Hodge.

24 PESOS
Saturday 18 October 
dA Blues - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door 
Senior Citizens: £11 advance / £12 on the door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS Card

24 Pesos return with the raw, blues roots sounds that 
have led Maverick Magazine to describe them as ‘The 
UK’s most exciting and original Blues band’.

The band’s upbeat, down-home sound brings an 
infectious energy to their electrifying live show that has 
earned them a great reputation as a live act at festivals 
and venues throughout Europe and the UK.

We recommend that you bring a 
cushion to make the historic court 
benches a little more comfortable.

Photo: Peter Kenny
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ELIzABETH I: VIRGIN 
ON THE RIdICULOUS
LIVING SPIT THEATRE
Friday 24 October 
THEATRE - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members and concessions 

1558. England. A country divided by religion and 
politics, teetering on the brink of civil war. The 
hopes of the nation lie with one woman. 

2014. England. A country divided by those who 
enjoy plays featuring men in dresses and those 
who don’t. The hopes of the nation lie with two 
Bristolian actors. 

From the company that brought us the rip-
roaring account of Henry VIII and his Six Wives, 
Living Spit Theatre return with another poorly 
researched lesson in Tudor history that you’ll 
never forget, as they attempt to tell the story of 
the greatest monarch that ever lived - Elizabeth: 
The Virgin Queen. 

But will these two theatrical sons of Bristol be 
up to the challenge? Can Stu take the heat? 
And will Howard get jealous that he’s no longer 
playing the main part? 

Also at Marine Theatre Lyme Regis

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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WOMAN OF FLOWERS
FOREST FORGE THEATRE COMPANy
Saturday 25 Oct
THEATRE - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members and concessions. Suitable for age 12+ 
Accessible performance: Subtitles & theatricalised sign.

Woman of Flowers is an innovative re-telling of an ancient 
Welsh myth where nothing is quite as it seems as we 
delve into this story of desire, duty, deceit and revenge. 

This beautiful piece of storytelling written by award-
winning playwright Kaite O’Reilly features live music, 
dance, video, integrated sign language and subtitles. 
“Powerful, striking and unique in many ways” The Stage
Also at Bridport Arts Centre

Proud to support the 
Autumn Season of Drama
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HALLOWEEN BIG dRAW
Tuesday 28 October
FAMILy ACTIVITy - dorchester Shire Hall
10.30am - 12.30pm 
FREE - Donations welcome. Just turn up, or book at 
Dorchester Tourist Information Centre to ensure a place. 
Suitable for all ages.
Join in the national Big Draw and take home your own 
drawings of the Old Crown Court and Cells. Make a ghost 
to hang up in the cells to scare our Halloween visitors!

THE LIGHTS OUT TOUR!
Wednesday 29 October
STORyTELLING & GHOST TOUR - 
dorchester Shire Hall
8pm
£7 / £5 members & concessions 
Limited numbers, tickets only available at TIC Dorchester 
Suitable for ages 12+
Are you brave enough to experience the cells below the 
Court in the dark? Come and hear ghoulish tales of the 
grisly past of the Old Crown Court, tales of murder and 
punishment, rough justice and rougher characters. 

Hallowe’en Half Term at Shire Hall
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MARTHA TILSTON
Sunday 2 November
MUSIC - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members and concessions

Folk singer Martha Tilston has grown up immersed in 
music. Inspired by her musician parents, Steve Tilston 
and Maggie Boyle, her extensive musical journey to 
date has seen her play at Glastonbury, gain a ‘Best 
Newcomer’ nomination at the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards 
and feature as a guest vocalist with many notable 
musicians including Zero 7. Martha brings us a taste of 
her folk heritage in an exquisite evening of traditional 
folk songs as heard on her recently released album.

“So clear is Martha Tilston’s voice, with its touch of 
fragility, that it’s easy to think she’s always off greeting 
clouds.” The Guardian

TALISMAN
Saturday 1 November
MUSIC - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members and concessions

Following their headlining appearance at Dorchester 
Festival this year, Talisman are back with The Dole Age UK 
tour celebrating 35 years of roots rock reggae, taking the 
best aspects of reggae’s musical heritage and fashioning 
them into a live show that deals with the realities of 2014.

Come along and relish these timeless sounds of roots 
reggae with a contemporary twist.

Photo: Graham Munn
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MARCUS BRIGSTOCKE: 
JE M’ACCUSE: I AM MARCUS
Friday 7 November
COMEdy - Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£15 / £13 members and concessions 

In his latest show, TV and radio regular Marcus Brigstocke 
takes us on a self-reflective journey of hilarity. Describing 
himself as a ‘podium dancer, oil rig worker, food addict, 
musical theatre enthusiast, posh, eco-hypocrite, ex-
Goth, Muppet fan, award winning comedian and chief 
beverages operator at the Little Chef’, Marcus invites us 
to ‘screw politics! Let’s talk about me’.

“Rare is the stand-up show that makes you 
laugh, think and then fight back the tears. 
This is it.” Daily Telegraph
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dAN PHELPS
+ MATT FOX
Saturday 8 November 
dA Blues - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door 
Senior Citizens: £11 advance / £12 on the door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS Card
Dan Phelps is a master of Delta Blues with a gruff vocal 
style backed up by superb bottleneck and finger-picking 
guitar. Originally from Georgia and raised in Texas, Matt 
Fox is a singer/songwriter who delivers a mix of roots and 
blues with great style. Take this unique chance to see two 
great American Blues artists on the same bill.
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My MOTHER SAId I 
NEVER SHOULd 
By CHARLOTTE KEATLEy
Somerleigh Players in association 
with dorchester Arts 
Thursday 13, Friday 14 and 
Saturday 15 November 
THEATRE - dorchester Arts Centre
8 pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions

Somerleigh Players and their director Mel Hooley 
return with an inspiring production which explores 
the difficult relationships between mothers and 
daughters, following the lives of four generations of 
women, interweaving stories of their desire to love 
and be loved, their expectations and choices.

Set against the backdrop of enormous social 
change during the twentieth century, each woman 
finds out truths and keeps secrets that will impact 
on the people nearest to them, the decisions they 
take and the paths they choose not to follow. 
Mothers will understand the struggle, daughters 
will recognise the pressures and fathers and sons 
will find it enlightening. 

A fundraising production to support the work of 
Dorchester Arts

Somerleigh Players in 
association with 
Dorchester Arts
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FRACKEd OR FICTION 
WITH SAM ALMONd
Friday 21 November
CAFÉ SCI - dorchester Arts Centre
7:30pm (doors and bar 7pm)
Free

Can the process of cracking rock underground lead to 
water contamination? Can fracking cause earthquakes? 
Could the wells that we drill to extract shale gas leak, and 
what can we learn from the history of drilling in the UK 
to date?

Sam Almond from The Department of Earth Sciences, 
University of Durham leads the debate on the much-
publicised and controversial topic of fracking.

RUARRI JOSEPH
with support LILy ANd MEG
Sunday 23 November
MUSIC - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members and concessions

Popular singer songwriter Ruarri Joseph returns with 
a selection of new material as well as songs from his 
successful ‘Brother’ album inspired by ideas of friendship, 
relationships and family.

Strongly influenced by Bob Dylan, Ruarri’s work has also 
earned him favourable comparisons to the chart-topping 
pop savvy sounds of Damian Rice and David Gray. Ruarri 
will be supported by familiar faces Lily and Meg, who 
entertained the crowd with their chilled out sounds at the 
Dorchester Festival this year. 

“One of our best songwriters and lyricists” The Times
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STATELESS
JOLI VyANN
Wednesday 26 November
dANCE / CIRCUS - Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£10 / £8 members and concessions
Joli Vyann delighted the crowds at this year’s Dorchester 
Festival and they return with their hugely original fusion 
of circus, dance and theatre in Stateless, which features 
hand-to-hand acrobatics and circus apparatus. These 
four energetic performers take the audience on a physical 
and emotional journey exploring the topical subject of 
refugees and immigration, blurring the boundaries of 
where dance ends and circus skills begin. If you enjoyed 
or heard about the wonderful Compagnie Hors Piste in 
Ordures et Menagère last June, this is one for you.
Produced by Turtle Keys Arts.
Also at Bridport Arts Centre
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WINTER MOUNTAIN
Saturday 29 November
MUSIC - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£7 / £5 members and concessions

Ever reminisce on the days before digital recording when 
the emphasis fell on the importance of live performance, 
the power of harmony and the essence of song? Hailing 
from the shores of Cornwall and Donegal, this unique 
duo bring you just that by blending melodic folk songs, 
heartfelt lyrics and two pure voices into one stunning 
performance.

After support tours with Seth Lakeman, Cara Dillon and 
Rosanne Cash, the band embark on their second tour this 
autumn performing songs from their eponymous debut album. 

“They’re amazing…awesome harmony singing and such 
beautiful songs!” Rosanne Cash

MARK STEEL’S IN TOWN 
AGAIN
Friday 28 November
COMEdy - Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£15 / £13 members and concessions

A live gig based on the BBC Radio 4 series Mark Steel’s 
in Town, focused entirely on whichever town in the UK he 
happens to be visiting and always full of hilarious insight 
and mocking anecdotes exposing the town’s unique 
quirks and colloquialisms.

Now it’s time to put the spotlight on Dorchester. There will 
be pictures, ranting and more from this witty observer. You’ll 
never look at the county town in the same way again...

“He’s a man with a passionate desire to 
communicate his ideas, who is also very funny” 
The Guardian
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SIMON EVANS: 
LEASHEd
Friday 5 december
COMEdy - Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£14 / £12 members and concessions

Star of C4’s Stand Up For The Week Simon Evans comes 
to Dorchester with his critically acclaimed show Leashed.

Like most men of his age and delusion, Simon Evans 
dreams of striking out into The Wild and slipping the 
surly bonds of suburbia. Come and hear what will be at 
the very least a useful corrective to the growing swell of 
earnest middle class “Wilderness” literature written by 
men who tramp off into the woods to spend the night in 
the root bole of a storm-toppled fir and are able to tell you 
what kind of owl it was that that did that on them, as if 
that’s any kind of way for a grown up to behave.

“Never-less-than-hilarious view of the world. 
Laugh-out-loud stuff.” Guardian Guide
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CRAIG OGdEN
Sunday 7 december
MUSIC – dorchester Arts Centre
3pm (doors and bar 2:30pm)
£14 / £12 members and concessions

Australian-born Craig Ogden is one of the world’s finest 
classical guitarists. His many recordings have received 
wide acclaim and his Classic FM albums ‘The Guitarist’, 
‘Summertime’ and ‘Summer Guitar’ all reached number 
one in the UK classical chart, with his ‘Christmas Time’ 
album dominating radio play during the 2013 Christmas 
season. Craig has performed concertos with all of the 
principal UK orchestras and many others around the world.

This programme will feature tracks from his ‘Christmas 
Time’ CD to get you in the seasonal mood, together with 
favourites of the guitar repertoire.

“A worthy successor to Julian Bream.” 
BBC Music Magazine

A MEdIEVAL CHRISTMAS
BLAST FROM THE PAST
Friday 12 december
MUSIC – dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors and bar 7:30pm)
£12 / £10 members and concessions

Christmas in the Middle Ages was very different from 
the celebration that we know today – yet many of our 
Yuletide customs stem from this period, such as carol 
singing and kissing under the mistletoe. This celebration 
of Yuletide Past explores the origins of some of these 
practices featuring long-forgotten festive songs plus some 
surprisingly familiar carols, played on authentic instruments 
such as cittern, bagpipes and shawm. They will also 
present two of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales in all their finery 
– one of them complete with animal masks and costumes.

“A memorable and atmospheric start to the festive 
season…wonderful!” Lichfield Arts

Also at Bridport Arts Centre and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
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MIdNIGHT TRAIN
Saturday 13 december
dA Blues - dorchester Arts Centre
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £6.50* in advance: £14 / £7* on the door 
Senior Citizens: £11 advance / £12 on the door. 
*Under 18 or with NUS Card

Midnight Train always deliver the goods and this gig 
will be no different as we welcome them back to close 
the 2014 DA Blues season. Their influences range 
from Bonnie Raitt to Little Feat, Etta James to Bill 
Withers, Steely Dan, James Brown and Keb Mo. With 
the inimitable Sam Kelly on drums and Debbie Giles on 
vocals, Midnight Train are bound to give us another night 
to remember.
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SWAN LAKE
BALLET THEATRE UK
Wednesday 17 december 
7:30pm
Thursday 18 december 
2:30pm, 7:30pm
BALLET - Corn Exchange
£15 / £13 members / £11 concessions
Join Ballet Theatre UK with their spectacular new 
production of the timeless classic Swan Lake, which 
remains one of the most enduring, moving and 
irreplaceable classical ballets. Its fantastical plot 
filled with romance, sorcery, and betrayal tells the 
immortal tale of a princess held captive as a swan 
by the spell of an evil magician, a spell that can only 
be broken if a prince swears true love to her.  
Featuring new choreography by BTUK Artistic 
Director Christopher Moore displayed in over 
120 new costumes against stunning sets, this 
production is a perfect start to the festive period. 
It promises to provide you with a fresh look at the 
classic tale, and leave you with a new love for 
Swan Lake.
“Glittering costumes, expressive dancers...a 
pleasure to witness a production of this calibre” 
Dance Europe
Critics Choice - “Top Five Dance Productions 
Touring the UK” The Independent

A co-promotion with 
Dorchester Town Council
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dorchestra Community 
Orchestra
Dorchestra is a welcoming community orchestra for those 
that are learning an instrument or brushing up on existing 
skills. Meeting once a fortnight on Sunday afternoons, 
Catherine the conductor guides players through a vast 
array of notes working towards public concerts each year.

If you are learning an instrument or picking up your 
instrument long neglected in the attic you would be 
very welcome to come along to the next rehearsal 
to hear more. Due to popular demand Dorchestera 
requires a larger rehearsal space so now convenes at 
the Durnovaria Silver Band Hall (formerly Fordington 
Methodist Church) on the corner of Kings Road and Little 
Britain in Fordington.

Rehearsals resume on Sunday 14th September and 
will meet fortnightly thereafter leading up to a concert 
on Sunday 14th December in the Parish Rooms 
Culliford Road at 4pm. 

Pop Club
A fantastic opportunity for young people to discover and 
experience live music performance. Each week Pop Club 
members get the chance to engage in a wide variety of 
musical workshops and perform using a sound system, 
under the guidance of music producer Mickey Wills. Pop 
Club also plays live at gigs and festivals throughout the year.

Dorchester Arts Centre. Saturday mornings
20 Sep - 29 Nov (except Sat 1 Nov) 
£50 per term (Half price for siblings)

Just dance
JUST DANCE offers RAD ballet and 
ISTD Modern and Tap to all ages and 
abilities. Learn to dance in a healthy and 
happy environment with opportunities to 
perform and take examinations.

Dorchester Arts Centre
Details and bookings 07904 081854
Lisa Evans-Misailidou (RAD, CBTS, RTS, AISTD)



Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk   Dorchester Arts  @DorchesterArts 31

dorchester youth Theatre
DYT is for young people who have a passion for theatre 
and are interested in performing. It is led by Youth Theatre 
Director Jo Simons, using improvisation, games and 
devised scenarios. Drama and role-play help develop 
children’s social and emotional well-being as well as their 
creative and critical abilities.

Dorchester Arts Centre. Tuesdays 9 Sep - 2 Dec 
(excluding 28 Oct and 4 Nov, half term)

Primary (Year groups 2 and 3) 3.45-4.45pm £50
Junior (Year groups 4 and 5) 4.45-5.45pm £50
Intermediate (Year groups 6,7 and 8) 5.45-7pm £50
Senior (Year groups 9-13) 7-9pm £70

All workshops half price for siblings

www.dorchyouththeatre.co.uk

VIVA! 
Women’s 
Choir
Award winning women’s choir VIVA! is led by singer 
and musician Kathie Prince who has many years of 
professional voice work experience. Kathie aims to 
provide a singing experience that is fun, inclusive, 
accessible and good for the soul.

The choir sings a varied repertoire including gospel, 
blues, pop, folk, classical and world music. There are 
plenty of opportunities to perform and no need to read 
music. Come along and sing your heart out - the first 
session is free!

Dorchester Arts Centre
Thursdays 7.30pm - 9pm (term-time)
£6, concessions for the low waged

Details and bookings 07826 385301 
Email: kathiebuzz@talktalk.net

www.buzz-music-projects.com
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Have you heard about 
membership?
Members are at the heart of our organisation 
and make a huge contribution to our aim of 
bringing great art to the whole community. 

What are the benefits 
of membership?

It works two ways. As well as playing your part in 
supporting us financially with subscriptions and optional 
donations, you will also receive the following benefits:
•	 Discounts on tickets for most events
•	 Priority booking for some events
•	 Reciprocal membership of Bridport Arts Centre 
 and Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
•	 Invitations to launches and previews
•	 10% discount at Frank Herring and Sons and 
 Steve Bane Fabrics
•	 Access to Members’ Area at the Dorchester  
 Festival
•	 Invitations to ‘Meet the Artistic Director and  
 team’events
•	 Invitation to free annual Supporters’ Party
•	 Selected offers from other arts venues 
•	 Regular newsletter
•	 Eligibility to stand for election to the Board 

For more information call 01305 266926 or see the 
Membership section of the website.
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BECOME A MEMBER
Annual membership rates

Individual membership: £20

Joint / Family Membership: £30*

Life Membership £200

*Joint Membership is for two adults at the same address; Family 
Membership is for two adults and up to three children under 18

Membership Form

NAME 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 

EMAIL 

SIGNED  DATE 

I enclose Individual / Joint, Family / Life* fee £ 
*Delete as appropriate

Donation £ 

TOTAL £ 

I / we have set up a bankers order: 

Please make cheque payable to Dorchester Arts and 
return with form to: Dorchester Arts, School Lane, The 
Grove, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1XR.

Bankers order
If you would like to pay by Bankers Order please 
complete this section and take / send to your bank or to 
us (we will post it on your behalf if you prefer):
YOUR BANK 
BANK ADDRESS 

Please pay now and on 1st of  
(month) annually

NATWEST (60-07-01)
49 South Street, Dorchester, DT1 1DW
Dorchester Arts account no. 69764751

The sum of £ 
Account name: 

Account no: 

SIGNED  DATE 

Gift Aid (For donations only)
If you are a taxpayer we are able to reclaim basic tax 
rate paid on any donations to us. Donations make a 
considerable contribution to our budget. It you would like 
to donate under the Gift Aid Scheme, please complete the 
membership form and sign the declaration below. We are 
then able to reclaim 25p in every £1 you donate.

This confirms my wish to donate under the Gift Aid 
Scheme from the date of this declaration until I notify 
you otherwise. I understand that I must pay an amount of 
Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in the relevant year equal 
to any tax reclaimed by Dorchester Arts Centre in that 
period. I confirm I am a UK resident.

SIGNED  DATE 
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How to Book
dorchester Arts Centre: 01305 266926 

The box office is open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm. At 
all other times please leave your name, telephone number 
and ticket requirements and we will call you back. 

There is a £1 booking fee unless you are paying  
by cash. 

Payment is required when booking. You can also email 
your booking request to: 
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk

Tourist Information Centre: 01305 267992 
Tickets are available from the Tourist Information Centre, 
Antelope Walk, Dorchester DT1 1BE, Monday to Saturday 
9am to 4pm (November - March) Monday to Saturday 
9am to 5pm (April - October).

Online: www.dorchesterarts.org.uk  
(see What’s On section).

Concessionary prices (for events promoted by 
Dorchester Arts): where available, these are offered to 
under 18’s, students, those in receipt of benefits and 
people on low income regardless of age.

disabled Access 
There is good wheelchair access and a car park space for 
a disabled driver outside Dorchester Arts Centre.
Large Type Programme 
Please email enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk or call 
01305 266926 for a copy of the programme in large type.

ROOMS FOR HIRE
Dorchester Arts Centre has two fantastic, flexible indoor 
spaces and a garden for hire throughout the year for clubs, 
classes, meetings, seminars, parties, celebrations, exhibitions 
and events. They are reasonably priced and feature:

	 • Two spaces - 12m x 6m and 8m x 6m, 
  for hire together or separately
	 • Free wi-fi
	 • Tea and coffee making facilities
	 • Access to photocopier (office hours)
	 • Projector, screen and flipcharts
	 • Garden
	 • Ample parking close by

Flexible stage, PA system, theatre lighting and seating for 
up to 100 also available.

For more information, prices or to arrange a visit, 
please contact Mark Smith on 01305 266926 or email 
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk
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With thanks to our Business MembersSponsored by
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SEPTEMBER
Sat 13 Fundraiser Pop Club Fundraiser 7:30pm DAC
Sat 20 DA Blues Matt Woosey  8pm DAC 
Fri 26 Theatre The Pearl 8pm DAC 
Sat 27 Children’s theatre The Queen’s Knickers 3pm CE
Sat 27 Music Najma Akhtar 8pm DAC 
OCTOBER
Wed 1 Theatre The Story Giant 7pm CE
Sun 5 Music Wille and the Bandits with support Mark Black 8pm DAC
Wed 8 Theatre Passion 8pm CE
Fri 10 Theatre The Three Musketeers 8pm DAC
Sat 11 Music Tir na nOg 8pm DAC
Fri 17 Comedy Shappi Khorsandi: Because I’m Shappi 8pm CE
Sat 18 DA Blues 24 Pesos 8pm DAC 
Thurs 23 Music Tim Laycock 8pm SH 
Fri 24 Theatre Elizabeth I - Virgin on the Ridiculous 8pm DAC
Sat 25 Theatre Woman of Flowers 8pm DAC 
Tues 28 and Wed 29 Workshop / Ghost Tour Halloween Half Term at Shire Hall 10.30am - 12.30pm / 8pm  SH 
NOVEMBER
Sat 1 Music Talisman 8pm DAC
Sun 2 Music Martha Tilston 8pm DAC 
Fri 7 Comedy Marcus Brigstocke 8pm CE
Sat 8 DA Blues Dan Phelps and Matt Fox 8pm DAC
Thurs 13, Fri 14 and Sat 15 Theatre My Mother Said I Never Should 8pm DAC 
Fri 21 Café Sci Fracked or Fiction 7.30pm DAC 
Sun 23 Music Ruarri Joseph with support Lily and Meg 8pm DAC 
Wed 26 Dance / Circus Stateless - Joli Vyann 8pm CE
Fri 28 Comedy Mark Steel’s In Town Again 8pm CE
Sat 29 Music Winter Mountain 8pm DAC 
dECEMBER
Fri 5 Comedy Simon Evans: Leashed 8pm CE
Sun 7 Music Craig Ogden 3pm DAC 
Fri 12 Music A Medieval Christmas - Blast from the Past   8pm DAC
Sat 13 DA Blues Midnight Train 8pm DAC
Wed 17 and Thurs 18 Ballet Swan Lake 7.30pm, 2.30pm and 7.30pm  CE

DAC = Dorchester Arts Centre. CE = Corn Exchange. SH = The Shire Hall

dIARy: AUTUMN 2014 


